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lndlan Independence Day &
The Pioneers for Freedom

Namdhari committee and Sangat along W|th Sh Raj Kumar
Sharma (President Hindu Sabha Mandir) went to Celebrate Indian
Independence at the Indian High Commission Toronto

L to R: Sh. Ranjit Singh, Sh. Satnam Singh, Suba Gurdial
Singh, Sh Amar Singh,Sh Surinder Singh, Balbir Singh (Bobby),
Sh. Harjit Singh, Sh. Ajit Singh, Dharshan Singh, Sh. Harjinder
Singh, Hakam Singh, Sh Davinder Singh

With great pleasure and pride the Namdhari Sikh Committee
and Sangat pfrom Toronto went to the Indian High Commission
in Toronto to rejoice with the Consulate General and his staff and
most importantly to pay respect to SATGURU RAM SINGH on
Independence Day of India

Namdhari sikhs have played a very important role in the
independence of India Satguru Ram singh was at the forefront of
the movement for Independence through peaceful non co-
operation against the foreign rule. Satguru Ram Singh brought
unity, nationaism and patriotisn which paved the way for
freedom.

Even the first Prime Minster of
the following account:

‘No Indian can deny the importance of efforts put in by
Satguru Ram Singh seventy five years back in achieving freedom
for the motherland. Congress merely followed the path shown by
him and attained independence.”

We aso provided the media with an account of why
Namdhari’s are so passionate about the independence of india

-Balbir Singh (bobby)
i |

India Pandit Jawaharla gave

Namdhari
Consul General of India — Toronto

Commlttee and Sangat with Sh. Tirath Singh, former

—

B —— |
- s “ = I
[ s

Sh. Akhilesh Mishra Consul Generalof India, John Tory Mayor of

Toronto, Suba Gurdial Snhgh and Satham Singh Mukta in Toronto

SANIUG
WOMEN EQUALITY AND NAMDHARI SIKHS

Present Government has recently launched Save the Girl or
Beti Bachao initiative in the country to correct the male femae
ratio which has horribly gone wrong in many parts of the country.

Unfortunately, Punjab is aso in the dark zone regarding
dwindling sex ratio. This is more disturbing because long ago,
Satguru Ram Singh, founder of Namdhari sect, had advocated

equal rights for both the genders, especiadly women. He baptized
the women with Amrit in Village Siarh, Digtrict Ludhiana on 2
June, 1863. This was a revolutionary step not only in the history
of India but whole mankind.

Satguru Ram Singh strongly abolish exhorted to the practice
of killing the girl child. He asked Namdhari Sikhs to treat the
girls a par with boys. He strongly prohibited the practice of
dowry among Namdhari community. Equality was bestowed
upon women by Satguru Ram Singh.

The crusade was kept going by Satguru Hari Singh, Satguru
Partap Singh and very strongly by Satguru Jagjit Singh.

The present supreme spiritual head of Namdhari Sikhs, Sri
Satguru Uday Singh is contributing immensely towards this great
social cause of saving the girl child. The ratio of girls and boys is
amost equa in Namdhari Community, as compared to the
national ratio which is so less in numbers.

While modern age is perceived to be the age of women power
and girls are no less than boys. But the redity is that in many
countries, and especially in India, girls are discriminated, abused,
and treated as second-class citizens — just because they aregirls.

In many states of India, fewer girls than boys are born. A BBC
survey, based on the national sex ratio from other countries,
estimated that over the last 20 years around 10 million females
are ‘missing’ in India

According to a report by The Guardian, a newspaper from
England, “up to 6 million girls have been aborted in India over
the past decade by couples who do not want a large family and
are determined to have a son.”

Surprisingly, the  practice
wealthier and better educated

is more widespread among
Indian families, who are better able
to afford the pre-nata tests and medical intervention they want.
Families in the richest and most educated groups perform most
abortions based on gender smply because of the fear of dowry—
a cultura practice where durable goods, cash, or movable
property that the bride's family gives to the bridegroom as a
condition of the marriage.

The 2011 Indian census reveadled that there are about 7.1
million fewer girls than boys under the age of six. The gap has
grown substantially since the 2001 census, which found 6 million
fewer girls, and the 1991 census, 4.2 million fewer.

As a result, many femaes remain illiterate. And despite the
fact that an educated woman not only has a better chance of
earning an income, but is more likely to keep her children
healthy, educated and make the society better.

So the question arises, what can be done?

The first logical step seems to be legidation. But it must be
emphasized that while Ilegidation is important, discrimination
against girls cannot be abolished by making laws aone.

There has to be a massive attitudinal shift in the cultural belief
of the entire nation.The equa rights for women must start in the
family itself and continue through school, work and marriage.
Education here plays an important part. In India itself, Kerda,
with a high literacy rate, has a high count of girls as compared to
boys.

A women is the genesis of life. She is the form through which
creation manifests itself. Let's not destroy this crucial aspect of
life. Let's work to save girls from getting diminished.

Satguru Jagjit Singh very emphatically preached: “when you
educate a boy; you educate a man and when you educate a girl;
you educate a generation.” -Inderjeet Singh, Jeevanjot Singh
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