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SRI SATGURU RAM SINGH ]I

2SLok Sabha Secretariat , New Delhi

Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji | English language. The Kukas
was born in 1816 to S. Jassa | were asked to boycott all British

Singh and Mata Sada Kaur at | institutions, such as schools
Bhaini (Raiyan), in Ludhiana , and colleges, courts,
district. As he grew up, he ,transportation and post offices.

enlisted himself as a soldier in | He set up diplomatic relations
the Sikh army. It was while | with Nepal and Russia and
serving in this regiment that he | started a Kuka Platoon for
came under the influence of a | military training. He set up
Sikh saint of Hazro, Guru Balak | Panchayati Raj in villages. In
Singh (who gave him Gurgaddi- | other words he established a
Ed). parallel government in state.

Well before the 1845 Anglo- | The movement thus acquired a
Sikh war, Satguru Ram Singh Ji | strong political bias. Its chief
gave up his service and | inspiration was derived from the

returned to his village Bhaini, | oPposition to the foreign rule,

which became an important | and  everything tending to
centre of the Namdhari faith and | remind one of foreign rule was
freedom struggle. Satguru Ram | shunned.  English  education,
Singh Ji's growing influence ; Mill-made cloth and  other

helped in the extension of the | imported goods were boycotted.
Kuka Movement in Punjab. It | Satguru Ram Singh Ji
extolled the religious obligation | @dvocated the concept of “be
for a pious and simple living. | Indian, buy Indian and remain
His followers were called | Indian”.

‘Kukas' because of their unique | ~ The Kuka movement was
style of reciting the Gurbani in a | subjected to strict vigilance, and

high pitched voice and cry for | intelligence  officers in the
independence. districts sent in alarming reports

Satguru Ji's mission in |ife|about its aims and activities.

was to abolish all distinction of | News was spread that Satguru
caste. He also advocated re- | Ram Singh Ji was raising an
marriage of widows, not to marry | army to fight the English. Bhaini
the girl in her childhood, !l and Hazro were kept under
enjoined abstinence from liquor | constant watch, and by order of
and drugs and exhorted his | the Punjab Government,
diciples to be pure and truthful. | Satugru  Ram  Singh Ji was
He also emphasized upon | detained in his village in 1863.
reverence for the cow, simpler | The Kuka congregations were
dowryless wedding ceremonies | stopped all over the Punjab.

and the stoppage of female | The Kukas, who had a deep
infanticide. A spirit of the utmost , reverence for the cow, strongly
national fervour and religious | resented  the  opening  of
enthusiasm grew among the | slaughter houses and beef
Kukas and the personality of | shops in the sacred city of
Satguru Ram Singh Ji became | Amritsar and other places of
the focal point of a close and | Punjab as well. On the night of
well-organized order. The Kuka | 14 June 1871, a fiery band of

movement marked a significant , Kukas attacked the slaughter
Stage in the de\/e|opment of houses at Amritsar and killed

national consciousness in the I four butchers. A similar incident

country for the freedom of India. | ook place at Raikot, in Lidhiana
Satguru Ram Singh Ji was | district. For the incident at
never reconciled to the rule of | Amritsar and Ludhiana, ten
the British. He saw before his | Kukas were hanged publically
eyes, how the English Wereland others sentenced to long
sowing the seeds of dissension, | terms of imprisonment and sent
promoting treason amongst the | to Andaman Jail.
ranks of the Khalsa. He also| The Govemnment reimposed
saw the internal weakness of his | orders restricting Satguru Ram
community as well as the | Singh Ji to his vilage and

external danger from the alien | forbade the assemblage of
were | Kukas at religious festivals. But,

rulers. His followers
forbidden to join the British ; Kuka passions had  been
Government Services, to go to | inflamed, and on the Maghi

courts of law or to learn the | (Contd.. on page 6)
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PIONEER VISIONARY
SATGURU RAM SINGH

£ AJIT SINGH SAGGU

Satguru Ram Singh Ji is

such a respectable figure of
India who served the humanity
in the field of ethics, nationalism
and culture. He is the spiritual
leader, social reformer, thinker
and first Indian to use boycott
and non-cooperation as a
weapon against colonial rulers.
He awakened the people from
the deep slumber and blessed
them with the native moral,
ethical and cultural values. The
number of the followers of his
ideology shot to a million in a
short span of 10 years. The
brightness of such
consciousness is  still intact
even after an elapse of over one
and a half century. He was born
on Magh Sudi fifth 1872 Bikrami
(Feb 3, 1816 CE) at a small
village Raiyan district Ludhiana,
Punjab (India).

His contribution could be
examined from three
perspectives — political,

religious and social
Punjab, the last independent
region of India, lost the wars

against the expansionist
colonial rulers and it was
merged into the dominion of

British East India Company by
1849. The nationalist rulers of
India lost to British while their
place was taken by the rulers
who were stooges of the British.

The learned class was not too |

concerned about the political
scenario. The members of this
section of the society was

| anxious only about themselves.
| The darkness of colonialism
Ihad swallowed entire India and
Ipeople considered servitude of

colonial masters as their
|dest|ny. The morale of people
| seeking independence  from

| foreign rule was at its lowest
| ebb. Satguru Ram Singh Ji
|emerged on the horizon and
linfused the spirit of self-respect
and nationalism among the
| masses. He devised the
weapon of non-cooperation and
| boycott. Encyclopaedia
| Britannica says that (Guru) Ram
| Singh is the first Indian to use
| boycott of merchandise as a
| political weapon. Guru Ram
Singh advocated total boycott of

colonial rulers - boycott of
foreign  merchandise, courts,
| schools, railways, government

| jobs. He boycotted the colonial
| education system since he was
| well aware of the intentions of

| government. Macaulay, the
| founder of that education
Isystem, wrote, “With just one

:stroke of pen, I've done what
IChurch could not do. With the
| new education system, people
|of India will learn English
| language and culture. They will
| forget the native language,
|cu|ture, religion and values. As
Ia result we’ll have people who
IwiII look like Indians from colour

and race but will be English
| from taste and ideology”.
| Satguru Ji  boycotted such

| cunning education system. He
| advocated teaching native
| languages and culture. Armed
| with the novel weapon, people
IWere fighting the mighty colonial

Imasters. They were in the
I

Icombat mode without even
| realising!

| Satguru Ji established the
| parallel government. He
| developed relations with the

| anti-British countries and states
| forces such as Afghanistan,

Kashmir, Nepal, Russia, Gwalior
Iand Banaras etc. He developed
his own secret communication
|department which came to be
| known as Kuka Postal System.
| (Contd.. on page 6)




6

AUSTIX AfSHAT 29 HW 3° 5 AT 2072 o SATIUG 11 TO 17 FEBRUARY 2016 e

PIONEER VISIONARY...crrom pace 5)

The information used to reach|

secretively  throughout Punjab |
within 24 hours. He divided |
Punjab into 22 administrative I

units and appointed ‘Suba’ as
the head of each unit. The white

flag symbolising home rule was |

unfurled.

Colonial masters were dead |
scared of him. He was deported to |
1872.1
Colonial masters documented in |
1878- “Guru Ram Singh is theI

Rangoon (Burma) in

most dangerous person”. Such
statement after an elapse of over

6 years since he was deported to
terrified |

They |
were scared that he would incite |
revolt back in Punjab by sending|

how
rulers.

Rangoon shows
were the colonial

letters (Hukumname). They were
clueless to stop the flow of letters

despite keeping strict vigil of 24|

hour armed guard

The milestones in the political |
have been |
achieved without the support of|
masses. So the first thing done byI

arena could never

Satguru Ji was organising the
masses having base in rural

India. He started his mission onl
12" April 1857 by initiating the|
specifically |
ordained to meditate on Naam. |
inl
the |
in high!

Sant-Khalsa. He

Such  meditation resulted
boosting the morale of
followers. They were
spirits to take on the mighty sword
of colonial masters. His followers

took on the task of upholding the |
sanctity of Sri Harimandar Sahib |
lives. |
Mandatory teaching and Iearning|
of Punjabi enabled his followers |

and laid down their

to recite the scriptures. He got the
scriptures —Adi Sri Guru Granth
Sahib and Sri Dasam

tradition of

Sikhs rever him as the 12"

incarnation of Sri Guru Nanakl

Dev Ji.

Healthy society is needed to|
individuals. |
Satguru Ji went on to address|
the social evils such as drugs,I

develop healthy

gambling,
immoral

stealing,
relations,

robbing,
demeaning

women etc. which had crept in|
the society. He preached the|
high moral values and forbade |
stealing, |
robbing etc. He preached the |
golden rule - live and let others:

drugs, gambling,

Granthl
Sahib published for the first time |
in history. These were published |
in 1863 from the Aftab Press|
(Lahore) of Sh. Buta Singh. Hel
bonded the people with the rich |
Sikhism. Namdhari

live. He emphasized on the
charity — “give food and clothes
to poor”. He specifically
preached and reworked the
customs to uplift the status of

women in the society. He
persuaded people to
disassociate from the social

evils and preached love for God
and the motherland.

Giani Gian Singh says -—
(His disciples) gave up opium,
hashish, poppy, liquor, drugs,
meat, stealing, adultery,
deception; the golden age has
returned.

The evils of killing girl child,
marrying off daughters in lieu of
money, barter marriage, child
marriage, Sati (self immolation
on the pyre of dead husband)
were prevalent. Widow re-
marriage was not permitted;
solemnizing the marriage of a
daughter was a costly affair for
bride’s parents. Such evil
practices indicate that girl child
was looked upon as a liability.
Satguru Ji orders very firmly
that don’'t accept anything from
those who kill girl child, sell
daughters or carry out barter
marriage. Don’t let such
persons come in the holy
congregation. He abhorred sati,
child marriage and barter
marriage. He instructed not to
marry off the daughters under
the age of 18 years. He insisted
on widow re-marriage. He
preached to educate girls as
well. He established the new
tradition of solemnizing
weddings by reciting the hymns
from Sri Adi Granth Sahib Ji.
The dowry was abolished. This
new tradition costs only Re
1.25/- to bride’'s parents. He
appointed one of the leading
women, Mai Hukmi, as Suba.
Among his followers, he
abolished all such social evils
resulting in healthy gender ratio
to this date.
Sardar

written

Kapoor Singh ICS
that leaving
aside other achievements, if
we consider only the work
done by Satguru Ram Singh
Ji for the upliftment of women
in our society, he must be
considered among the top most
social reformers of the world.

On 12 February 2016, we
are celebrating the 200" birth
anniversary of such a towering
personality, Sri Satguru Ram
Singh Ji. m

has

SRI SATGURU RAM SINGH JI...crrom pace 5)

festival in January 1872, they | and transferred to a more
assembled in  hundreds to | remote spot where
Bhaini the Kuka headquarter. | communication with him

Speeches were made extolling | was less easy during 1885 to
the heroism of the men who had | 1886.

been hanged. Satguru Ji hadI For thirteen weary vyears,
some difficulty in persuading his ;| Satguru Ram Singh Ji suffered
followers to return peacefully to ; confinement. His deep faith in

their homes. However, one band | the Almighty and the
decided to ignore the advice | undiminished devotion of his
and to attack Malerkotla, a | followers sustained him in that

muslim state where slaughter of | solitary state. Many of the letters
cows was permitted on Iargelwhich Satguru Ram Singh Ji
scale. Malerkotla was attacked , wrote have been preserved.
and while returning from there, | These letters bear eloquent
Kukas were captured by Mr. L. | testimony to Satguru Ram Singh
Cowan, the Deputy | Ji's abiding faith, his courage of
Commissioner of Ludhiana and | conviction and his selfless love
without any official formality 66 | for his followers and the country.
of the prisoners were blown up | In his illustrious life, Sri
by cannons. Two ladies were | Satguru Ram Singh Ji mobilized
handed over to the Patialalthe people for the freedom of
Police. | their country and against the

After the Malerkotla affair, | evils of society. He inculcated
the entire Kuka movement was | religious awareness among the
outlawed and a police post was | people which served to evoke
set up at Bhaini Sahib. The | the feeling of self-respect and
headquarters of the movement | sacrifice for the sake of the

were occupied and all | country. He was the first Indian
prominent leaders including | to evolve non-cooperation and
Satguru Ram Singh Ji were | the use of Swadeshi as political
taken into custody. Satguru | weapon in the 19" Century. The

Ram Singh Ji was deported first ' ideals
to Allahabad and then to Burma ; Singh JI

which  Satguru Ram
propagated in 1860’s

(now Myanmar); where he | were taken up again sixty years
remained as a State prisoner | later by Mahatma Gandhi. In a
first at Rangoon and then | short period, lakhs flocked
Mergui Jail till November 1885. | to him and they became
According to Burma Jail | aware of their serfdom and
Reports, Satguru Ji passed | bondage. Although the British

away while in exile at Burma, ; Government attempted to crush
but according to the then Chief | the Kuka movement, they could
Commissioner of British | not extinguish the light of
Burma’'s letter of August 1886 | freedom lit by Sri Satguru Ram
Satguru Ram Singh Ji was | Singh Ji.

quietly removed from Mergui | [
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