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CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER’S
APOLOGY FOR KOMAGATA MARU

NAMDHARI SIKHS ALSO EXPECT LARGE-HEARTEDNESS

FROM UNITED KINGDOM FOR MALERKOTLA MARTYRES
& H.S. HANSPAL

Sikhs

Nar_ndharl highly experienced. Regrettably, the
appreciate and deeply commend passage of time means that
the apology offered by the none are alive to hear our
Canadians through their Prime apology today. Stil, we offer it,
Minister in the Canada’s House fully and sincerely. For our

of Commons.

The Komagata Maru was a
ship that travelled from Hong Kong
to Vancouver in 1914, carrying
376 economic migrants from India.
The Komagata Maru incident was

indifference to your plight. For our
failure to recognise all that laws
that discriminated against you, so
senselessly. And for not formally
apologising sooner. For all these
things, we are truly sorry.

an incident in which the Canadian | also wish to apologise to
government denied the entrance the descendants for the
of Komagata Maru with all its passengers of the Komagata
passengers to Vancouver due to Maru, including those who are
the prevalent exclusion law set to with us here today. We can
keep out Asian migrants. The never know what your lives
Komagata Maru stayed at the would have been like had your
docks for two months. During relatives been  welcomed to

those two months, the passengers
were denied food and water. The §. .
that came ' -

Canada. The ways in which your
lives would have been different.

Asian immigrants - i ;

before the Exclusion Act was Canada's Prime Minister Justin Trudeau delivers a formal :]_he Wa}é in which _Charcljada _mould
i apology for the Komagata Maru incident in the House of ave been enrched. ose

enforced, managed to give the possibilities are lost to history.

passengers on board some food Commons on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, Canada, on May 18, 2016.

and water. After two months Canadian government sent back the
Komagata Maru out of Canadian territory.

When the Komagata Maru reached Calcutta to drop of the
passengers, they were stopped by a British gun boat. The ship
was then taken to a place called Budge Budge in Calcutta where
they tried to arrest 20 or more men they saw as leaders. When
those men started to resist the arrest, gunfire from the British gun
boat started to break out and at least 19 people were Killed.
Some of them escaped, while the others were arrested and
imprisoned in their villages and kept there for the duration of the
First World War.

On May 18, 2016,
apology in the House of Commons,
those directly affected by the incident.

The Prime Minister of Canada Mr. Justin Trudeau said: Today

the Canadian PM delivered a formal
in front of descendants of

I rise in this House to offer an apology on behalf of the
government of Canada, for our role in the Komagata Maru
incident. More than a century ago, a great injustice took place.

On May 23, 1914, a steamship sailed into Burrard Inlet in
Vancouver. On board were 376 passengers, of Sikh, Muslim, and
Hindu origin. Those passengers, like millions of immigrants to
Canada since, came seeking better lives for their families.
Greater opportunities. A chance to contribute to their new home.
Canada cannot solely be blamed for every tragic mistake that
occurred with the Komagata Maru and its passengers. But
Canada’s government was, without question, responsible for the
law that prevented these passengers from immigrating peacefully
that and for

For that — and to you — we
apologise. Just as we apologise for past wrongs, so too must we
commit ourselves to positive action — to learning from the
mistakes of the past, and to making sure that we never repeat
them. That is unique promise and potential of Canada. Trudeau’s
apology is a historic moment for Canadian Sikhs and recognises
the dark chapter the Komagata Maru tragedy marks in Canada’s

l - )
/ i b2

gata Maru Ship in 1914

Passengers who travelled in Koma

and securely. For, every regrettable consequence | hisiory. Canada is today a model of multiculturalism and

that followed, we are sorry. | apologise, first and foremost, to the inclusivity.

victims of the incident. _ _ Similarly Namdhari Sikhs also suffered during freedom
No words can fully erase the pain and suffering they |siryggle of India. They were the true precursors of the

Komagata Maru Ship in Vancouver.

Independence movement in India. Long before martyrdom became
the creed of the national movement, 66 Namdhari Sikhs stood in
front of British canons, raised the slogan Sat Sri Akal and were
blown apart, without any trial and conviction.

Martyr Bhagat Singh to narrate their heroic feat wrote: “Forty-
nine of them had already been blown apart by the canons. The
50t turned out to be a 12-year-old called Bishan Singh, whose two
brothers had also fallen to the canon. Unfazed, the boy rushed to
the deputy commissioner and caught his beared tightly with his
both delicate hands. His heroism did not last long, for he was cut
into pieces by the soldiers.”

Shaheed Bhagat Singh further wrote: “Unlike many a smart
leaders of the national movement, Kukas may not have been
clever, but their bravery was astounding. Fifty of them martyred
on January 17, 1872 and another 16 the following day without any
trial.”

The Namdhari Sikhs would, therefore, seek similar
large heartedness from the United Kingdom government
to offer an apology to the descendants of the Namdhari
Martyrs, recognising the dark chapter of the history
which occurred 144 years ago in 1872 in Malerkotla.
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"Guru Ram Singh launched his programme of Anand
Marriages in the first week of June 1863 in the village of
Khote where a large number of Namdhari disciples collected
under the inspiration of the Guru. The daughter and grand
daughter of Summund Singh was married in the simple
forms. the daughter of a carpenter was married in the family
of the Arora caste so that the caste feeling may be
eschewed. People felt greatly interested to see the
performance of such marriages by the Guru. But the
Brahmans who had been acting as the priests of village
families for a long time raised a powerful cry of protest_
saeg ear fHw gwer & st

Faed ear Hw Ut yAsd Kuka Movement
2 HeT 30 3 dH 1965 TIRS feg yamwz JE Hi,
gg3 fewes ygga fer yaa foue s

"An Anand Marriage was performed at the nominal cost
of afew rupees. It was readily acceptable to the poor villagers
who constituted the bulk of his followers. This was new
practice was first introduced at the village khote in the first
week of khote of June 1863......”
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