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SANT RIPDHAMAN SINGH PLAHA
(OCTOBER 1932 - MAY 2016)

Sardar Ripdhaman Singh
Plaha Fondly known to many as
Dhami across his friends and Rip
his
departed this earth for heavenly
abode on 25 May 2016. He was
84 years old.

Ripdhaman

amongst work colleagues,

Singh's
association with Namdhari Sikhs
dates back to the times of Sri
Satguru Partap Singh Ji's first visit
to Kenya in 1958. In those early
days, musical
talent, Satguru Partap Singh Ji and
later Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji

made him a regular contributor

recognising his

(along with Ragi Udham Singh
Devsi) to perform Kirtan . 'Dhami'
jis passion was playing Tabla.
He was born in the family of
Dr Assa Singh Plaha and Mata
Dhan Kaur Plaha. Dr Assa Singh
a doctor of homeopathic
medicine of the University of
Kolkata, India. At the same time
he was a very talented musician.
Dr Assa Singh learnt music from
the Gwalior Gharana and settled

was

in Kenya in 1935, with the family
joining him around 1940. Dr Ji
performed  Kirtan i
classical format at the Gurudwara
- Sis Ganj Sahib in Delhi over a
period of 18 years. Within the
family archives, we also learn that
K N Saigal, the famous singer in

seva, in

the Bombay Music-Film industry
was not only a close friend but had
also been tutored by Dr Assa Singh
in Indian classical music .

He married young at age
around 18 (13 December 1950) to

Harbhajan Kaur.

He leaves behind three
children, sons, Davinder Singh
and Bhupinder Singh and
daughter Jasvinder Kaur, his

many nephews and nieces and
other children from his extended

family, friends and a large

network of his music family.
One of the many passions of
Ripdhaman Singh was Indian
Classical an art he
mastered at a very young age at
the hands of his devoted and

music,

professional father, Dr Assa
Singh.

At  his father’s  surgery,
Ripdhaman Singh learnt
compassion and empathy, and at
his father’s music school in

Nairobi he learnt playing various
musical instruments and became
a master table player, an art he was
known for across a wide audience
in the world, especially in Kenya,
Uganda, at Sri Bhaini Sahib,
Punjab, India and the UK. It is his
prowess in table that brought him
into close contact with same world
famous table maestros like Ustad
Allah Rakha Khan and Ustad
Sukhwinder popularly
known as Pinky.

At the younger age he became

a disciple of Sardar Jaswant Singh
Amritsaria and then latterly Ustad
Allah Rakha Sahib during one of
his UK tour. He had accompanied
on the Tablas with various high
calibre Indian Musicians:

+ The Singh Bandhus (Tejpal
Singh and Surinder Singh)

- Sheila Markanday (disciple
of Ghulam Mustapha Khan
of Bombay)

- Ragi Udham Singh Devsi
who secured the title of a
Gandharv Ragi and had
been a disciple of Dr Assa
Singh

+ Purshotam

Singh

Kapila, a
member of the famous
ghazal singer Jagjit Singh.

- Avtar Singh Paintal, a fine
Indian classical vocalist.

- Sohanlal Bhandari, a fine
sitar player and disciple of
the world famous Pandit
Ravi Shankar

- Pandit’sRajanSajjanMisra

He shared and taught this art

onto younger generations having

initiated and teaching classical
particularly  Tabla
various like his

eldest Bhanja, Harjit Singh Seyan
who in turn initiated his own son

music, to

persons own

Rajveer Singh into becoming a
Singh
Singh
music

fine table player, Kuldip
Rayat, and Karandeep
whose grandfather learnt
from Dr Assa Singh at his music

school in Nairobi.

SATJUG

ESTABLISHED IN 1920

He sowed the seeds of music
in many Namdhari sikhs in East

Africa and UK. Notably,
Ripdhaman initiated
(Namdhhari Santoor wadak)

Kiranpal Singh (son of Sardar
Satbachan Singh Deeora) into
Tabla playing who later took up
learning Santoor with the divine
blessings of Satguru Jagjit Singh
Ji Ustad
Kiranpal Singh is known as one

of the finest player of the beautiful

Mabharaj. Today

instrument Santoor under the
discipleship of Pandit Shiv
Kumar Sharma.
Ripdhaman Singh was a
highly respected and loved . :
member of Namdhari Sikh Dhami Ji on Tabla

Sangat Southall. Till recently he  g;chdev Singh Seyan

performed shabad kirtan during Extra reporting by santoor
the annual Jap Prayog. He leaves ,4ak Kiranpal Singh
a great void in the congreation and  peeora.

will be greatly missed.

Namdhari Sikh S t
from Eulogy by amdhari Si anga

Extract Southall UK

o MATRIMONIALS R

Alliance invited for Namdhari girl, 25, 5 feet 3 inches,I
BCA, MCA. :
Contact: 09256860177, 01675-285120 Post Box: 1010

PR I

Wanted NRI/Govt. Servant match for Namdhari girl,I
23, 5 feet 4 inches, B.Sc. (Nursing). :
Contact: 09815026755 Post Box: 1011

S :
I

inches, B.Tech., Lecturer in College. |
Contact: 09779770496 Post Box: 1012|
Se |

Wanted suitable match for Namdhari girl, 23, 5 feet 3:
inches, B.Sc.(IT), pursuing B.A. (Private). |
I
I

Suitable girl required for Namdhari boy, 27, 5 feet 7

Contact: 09779770496 Post Box: 1013
D

Alliance invited for Namdhari girl, 23, 5 feet 4 inches,:

B.Sc. (Nursing). |

Contact: 09815026755 Post Box: 1014!

TS :

Required well educated, beautiful girl for Namdhari|

handsome boy, 27, 5 feet 8 inches, permanent job in|
Canada. I
Contact:09876010532 Post Box:1015

I

S I

Wanted suitable match for Namdhari Widow girl, 29,|

5 feet 3 inches, B.Com., B.Ed |
Contact: 8375003423, 9711660839 Post Box: 1016:
Rupinder20142014 @gmail.com [

Correspond Care : I

SATIUG |

Namdhari Gurdwara Ramesh Nagar, New Delhi-15 :

e-mail satjugweekly @gmail.com
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