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INSPIRATION OF MARTYRDOM

425 -By-Aala Singh

Bhai Mani Singh Ji was a Sikh scholar, who was
martyred at an old age without any offence. He
was in-charge of events at Harmandir Sahib in
Amritsar when his martyrdom took place in
Lahoreinthe year 1738. At that time, Governor
of Lahore was Zakaria Khan. The type of
governance of those times was imperialistic,
based on the premise of superiority of the
ruling class and domination of the masses
through various means. The hegemonic
conduct of the governance systems of that
time had created psychological and physical
problems for a large portion of the subdued
population. The rules and regulations were
shaky, built on biased foundations and inspired
by overall fear of the tyranny of the ruling class.
Religious and cultural sensibilities were
disregarded and the crimes of imperialistic
ideology were protected by state and its
establishment. The spurious principles on
which the imperialism was based can be
judged from the fact that royal orders were
made on hearsay and rumours. Personal
enmities and hidden agendas were fulfilled
through groundless and unproven allegations.
At the same time, a clean and just governance
system was claimed and advertised. To counter
the myth of so-called truthful conduct of
imperialism, formidable voices and acts of
protest and defiance of imperialistic
hegemony had been raised from time to time
in Punjab. The Sikh Gurus have opposed and
ridiculed imperial structure at all stages. Fifth
Guru of the Sikhs, the King of Martyrs, Guru
Arjan Dev Ji, was called at Lahore on the basis
of fake accusations. Fully aware of the ulterior
objectives of the imperial authorities, Guru
Arjan Dev Ji proclaimed that his martyrdom will
pave way towards destruction of the imperial

Partap Suraj Granth in the following
words:Guru Ji said (referring to the future
event)-

IH 37 T 39xfs g dfeIfes a 3a aafa 2
Afe |

By my leaving the body (by attaining
martyrdom), blame will come on the Turks
(imperial rulers of that time in India). By this,
their grandeur will be destroyed.

Again, Guru Jicontinued-
afe yHs Hf saa €5 1135 38 I & aH
5|
Sri Guru Nanak has been graceful. By
convicting the imperialists (through
martyrdom), we will take back their
supremacy.

The same inspirationis expressed in the
conduct of Namdhari martyrs, guided by
Satguru Ram Singh Ji, who exposed the false
claims of a so-called fair rule by British
imperialists at numerous occasions. These
exposes inspired later generations including
Shaheed Bhagat Singh who could understand
the enigmatic and covert imperial agenda in
the light of martyrdom of Namdhari Sikhs,
whom he highly appreciated.

9" July marks the martyrdom day of
Bhai Mani Singh Ji. The circumstances leading
to martyrdom of Bhai Mani Singh indicate the
inspiration shown by Guru Arjan Dev Ji, which
has been continually followed by true Sikh
martyrs time and again. The events of that time
are explained in a book Shaheed Bilas Bhai
Mani Singh Ji, written by Sewa Singh Ji, who
himself was from the family of martyrs. The
book presents contemporary account of that
time, illustrating many facets of Sikhi of the
times following the physical disappearance of
Guru Gobind Singh Jifrom Nanded, an event

%ﬂs inspiration is mentioned in Sri Gur !
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the current developments of the time and
future course of action to take. Bhai Ji was
granted permission with the condition to pay a
sum of Five Thousand rupees. Bhai Ji sent
invitations to near and far places. At the same
time, the Government of Lahore made a secret
plan to execute the Sikhs, when assembled.
Bhai Ji came to know of this illegitimate plan.
Shaheed Bilas mentions the names of all the
conspirators and the disclosure of plot by Sikhs
of Lahore.
Byt fenit firgt &, feg 3Ht nigee |
Sikhs of Luvpuri (Lahore) send request
(describing the bad intentions of Zakaria Khan)
to Bhai Ji. Lahore is mentioned as Luvpuriin the
Shaheed Bilas, indicating the name by which it
was popular among Sikhs of that time. It is
called Luvpuri as the city has been established
by King Luv, son of Lord Rama.

On knowing this, Bhai Ji's state of mind
isdescribed in the following words:

BIST AHS 399 o &t ifey uset fRus
ot Igwdiud for vy = Sfod1gq J di9
UTSH BIW | S JIW gU J UTH [UTSH B I8
&J foem |

Understanding the policy of the imperial Turks,
Bhai Ji sent letters to all (telling not to come in
Amritsar). He further emphasized that
Kalgidhar Satguru Gobind Singh Ji has said
from his Mukharbind (Holy mouth), (that) he
has taken us in the fold of Khalsa. That is why,
he said that Khalsa is his special form, he
resides in the Khalsa.

It is clear that the Sikhs recognized and
acknowledged the presence of Guru Gobind
Singh Ji near them. Here, Bhai Ji is seen
thanking Guru Ji for saving the Sikhs from the
hands of imperialists. He consoles the Sikhs by
saying:

FEX AHT Wig J9 HAAr U &H J UIH
AIIAT | T FI379 F foH It 3787 | I IS 9
HJTAT |

It will take some more time before Dharma

rises again. God so wills, Khalsa will have a
great (truthful) rule. When Bhai Mani Singh is
presented to Zakaria Khan, Bhai Ji rebukes the
fake assertions of Zakaria Khan, audaciously
telling him that it is not the behaviour of Sikhs
to lie. Again, Bhai Mani Singh Ji expressed the
same inspiration which had been shown by
Guru Arjan Dev Ji, and carried forward by true
Sikh martyrs of later years. Bhai Ji said to
Zakaria Khan:

e s ! feg 97 & IfgrAtide g o fEa
fews TfarT |

Listen (Zakaria) Khan! This (your) rule will not
stay. The pot of sins will break one day.

AT I9t fed M9 | TR I A T IR &TH |
With the will that this cruel rule comes to an
end, Bhai Jisacrificed his life.

Sewa Singh, writer of the Shaheed Bilas
pays tribute to martyrdom of Bhai Mani Singh
Jiinthe following words:

Y39 UgBUATg AfT, yis EE I ufE |

For the welfare (of future generations
and protection of Dharma), Bhai Mani Singh Ji
laid down his life. The martyrdom of Bhai Mani
Singh Ji kept inspiring Sikhs and freedom-
loving, like-minded people for standing against
the tyranny. The martyrdom of the Gurus and
their Sikhs keeps inspiring people today also.
After independence, Sikhs have constructively
taken the work of nation-building and their
sacrifices for India now inspires others.
Whenever a calamity, natural or man-made
occurs, Sikhs rush to that place for help,
without caring for their own lives, for the
purpose of welfare of humanity.designated as
Nar-natak (drama) by Giani Gian Singh Ji,
author of the book Panth Prakash.

Bhai Mani Singh Ji decided to invite a
congregation at Diwali festival, which would
have provided a good opportunity to discuss

IEGE)
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His Holiness Sri Satguru Uday Singh ji's

visit to Thailand

His Holiness Sri Satguru Uday Singh ji visited
Bangkok on 24th June 2018 through Jet Airways,
landed around 4:55 AM at Bangkok Suvarnabhumi
Airport. Accepting his sikh's request to bless his
disciples residing there, His Holiness, blessed his
holy presence during the bhog ceremony of Mata
Beant Kaur Ji Gorowara w/o S. Mahinder Singh Ji
Gorowara (Preet Ji). Accompanying Sri Satguru Ji
was Mata Gursharan Kaur Ji, Ragi Balwant Singh ji
with family, Ragi Harpreet Singh ji (Sonu). Sant
Jagtar Singh Ji, Biba Sahib Kaur Ji, Jai Singh Ji, Manav
Singh Ji and Baldev Singh Kaku Ji were also here
toattend the ceremony. As soon as Sri Satguru Ji
reached dera, S. Mehtab Singh Gambhir Ji's house,
he blessed sangat with his holy presence during Asa
di Var performed by Ragi Balwant Singh ji and Ragi
Harpreet Singh ji (Sonu). During day time, 9AM —12
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noon, His Holiness blessed Bangkok sangat during a
congregation held on the occasion of Nimani
Ekadashi at Namdhari Gurdwara (Asoke),
performed by Ragi Balwant Singh and Ragi
Harpreet Singh (Sonu). The day marks Sri Satguru
HariSingh ji's bhog day and Sri Satguru Partap Singh
ji's Dastar Bandi diwas. Thereafter, Sri Satguru Ji
visited his beloved Sikhs, S. Narain Singh Narula ji at
his residence and Mata Rajinderpal Kaur ji w/o S.
Suramrit Singh Chawla Ji at Samitivej hospital and
blessed them. Continuing his worldly duties to
bless his creations, His Holiness reached Preet ji's
house to express his condolence to the family for
the death of Mata Beant Kaur Ji. (Sri Mata Beant
Kaur Ji had dedicated whole of her life serving Sri
Satguru Jagjit Singh ji and the Guru parivar.) Sri
Satguru Uday Singh ji encouraged the family to
have faith on Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji and to accept
the almighty's will (Razaa) by explaining them “Ur&t
fomir 397 foo™ W™ The same was sung by Ragi
Balwant Singh ji during the bhog ceremony, same
day evening between 6-8 PM at Namdhari
Gurdwara (Asoke). His Holiness also expressed his
concern to the sangat through his updesh, “Accept
the real truth by leading life under the Sikhi's code
of conduct. Materialistic life will not help you reach
the Almighty, in fact, the human form is blessed to
you to earn it i.e. to reach the Almighty. O human,
death is the truth, don't get indulged with the
materials, instead, Sikhi should be your priority.”
The ceremony ended with the ardas done by Ragi
Balwant Singh ji. The next morning, 25th June
2018, Sri Satguru ji blessed sangat with his holy
presence during the Asa di Var at dere Pakamas, S.
Mehtab Singh Ji's house. Thereafter, Sri Satguru ji
and Mata ji left for India through Jet Airways at 8:45
AM from Bangkok Suvarnbhumi Airport.
Warm Regards
Nihal Kaur (Niti) Bangkok, Thailand
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