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The first martyrs of Kuka M%Vement

-Ajit Singh Namdhari

The contributions of Sri Satguru Ram
Singh Ji and Namdhari Sikhs for the freedom of
India has been recorded under the heading “Kuka
Movement” in the golden annals of history.The
British had enslaved the Indians with the help of
their divide and rule policy.

In answer to this policy Sri Satguru Ram
Singh Ji adopted the policy of “Unite and Fight'.
People got united and a formidable force was
prepared.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh died on 27 June
1839 AD and Punjab fell on bad days. What
happened to the Lahore Darbar in next decade is all
a historical fact. After the death of Maharaja, there
was no one strong and competent enough to succeed
him. Consequently, there came a period of
turbulence and anarchy inseparable from a series of
disputed successions. The Sikh generals started to
get the invincible Khalsa army slaughtered for their
own petty gains.

The Britishers who were keeping eye on
Panjab since longtime took the benefit of the
situation and  Sikh Raj became a victim of their
'divide and rule' policy. Maharaja Kharak Singh
became the first successor of Maharaja Ranjit Singh
and crowned on 27.6.1839 but just for less than four
months. Prince Nau nihal Singh son of Kharak
Singh became Maharaja (a de-facto ruler) on 8"
October, 1839.Maharaja Kharak Singh died on 5"
November 1840 AD because of slow poisoning in
the food. Maharaja Nau nihal Singh when retuning
with royal family from the funeral of the Maharaja
Kharak Singh, was murdered by collapsing
Archway top on him. Then Maharaja Sher Singh
became the Maharaja on 9" of November1840 AD.
But he was dethroned just within 23 days i.e. on
2.12.1840 by Maharani Chand Kaur. She declared
herself as the Queen Empress. But Sher Singh
recaptured the throne on 18" January 1841. Rani
Chand Kaur was found murdered on her bed
0n9.6.1842. A year later, Maharaja Sher Singh was
also shot dead on 15" September 1843 by Ajit Singh
Sandhawalia Now, there was only one was left in the
royal family and that was Dalip Singh the youngest
son of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. He was just 5 years
old at that time but being successor to the throne, he
crowned on 22th September, 1843 AD.

There was a first Anglo-Sikh war 1845 AD.
On 18" December at Mudki, 21* December at Pheru

and last one on 10" February 1846 at Sabranwaan.
Because the main Generals of Sikh army Lal Singh
and Tej Singh turned traitors, Sikhs lost the war. On
9" March, 1846, a treaty was signed between the
East India Company and Lahore Darbar. The infant
Mabharaja Dalip Singh was allowed to retain his
throne but a British resident was posted to control
the policy of the Darbar. The Sikh empire was
forced to cede some valuable territory (the
Jalandhar Doab) to the East India Company.
Maharaja Gulab Singh was allowed to acquire
Kashmir from the Sikh empire by a large cash
payment to East India Company.

On December 1846 , a fresh Treaty called
Anglo Sikh Treaty was signed between the FEast
India company and the minor Maharaja Dalip Singh
which provided for a British — controlled regency
till the Maharaja came to the age of sixteen i.e. till
September 4 1854. Virtually by this new treaty the
Sikh Darbar became a willing instrument
subservient to the authority of the British resident.
Maharani Jinda who was acting as regent of her son
Maharaja Dalip Singh had believed that as
stipulated in the Lahore treaty 11.3.1846, the British
force would leave Lahore. But she was soon
disillusioned as the British force instead of quitting
started strengthening their authority over Lahore
administration. The regent Maharani Jinda was
pensioned off, a British resident was to direct and
control the administration of the state of Lahore
with anew council of regency of eight members.

Then, there was a second Anglo Sikh was
broke in the year 1848. The Sikhs lost the 2™ war.
Maharani Jinda was deported to Banaras and lateron
shifted to Chunnar fort from where she was
successful in escaping and reached Kathmandu
(Nepal).

On the morning of March 29, 1849 AD, the
last Darbar of the free Punjab was held at 7 o'clock.
On the arrival of the British officers Mr. Elliot and
Sir Henry Lawrence, it was declared in Persian
language that Punjab had been merged with the
British Raj. The minor Sikh Monarch Maharaja
Dalip Singh was made to abdicate after he had
signed the declaration. The boy King also
surrendered the most dazzling and peerless gem
“Koh-I-Noor” (Mount of light) to the queen of
England under the terms of the above treaty. The
Sikh kingdom of Maharaja Ranjit Singh




(1780-1839) which he established in 1799 AD came
to an end and became a portion of the British
Empire.

The infant Maharaja Dalip Singh, helpless
and forlorn was deposed and banished. As per the
orders of Lord Dalhousie, Maharaja Dalip Singh
was sent to Fatehpur Sikri on December 21, 1849.
Dr. J Login was appointed as his guardian. He was a
staunch missionary and became the main force
behind the conversion of Maharaja Dalip Singh to
Christianity in March 1853. The year later,
Maharaja was deported to London.

Though Satguru Ram Singh Ji had left the
army in 1845 AD, he had watched and analyzed for a
full decade of 1839-1849 the steady political fall of
Punjab.

Before the British had totally got Punjab
under their control, they had promised that cows
would not be killed. A copper plate engraved with
the following orders under the signature of the
Resident, Henry M. Lawrence was stuck on the
main gate of the Golden Temple. Butin 1849, after
the British had got complete hold of the Punjab, the
cow Amritsar

“ The Priests of the Amritsar having
complained of annoyance, this is to make known to
all concerned that by the order of the Governor —
General , British subjects are forbidden to enter the
temple ( called Darbar ) or its precincts , at Amritsar,
orindeed, ant temple, with their shoes on.

Kine are not be killed at Amritsar, nor are the Sikhs
to molested or in any way interfered with.

Shoes are to be taken off at the Bhoongas at the
corner of the tank. No person is to walk round the
tank with his shoes on”

Lahore
March24",1847

(SD)Henry M. Lawrence
Resident

This order was issued when Maharaja Dalip
Singh was still on the throne of the Lahore Darbar.
But British were anxious to consolidate their power
in Panjab. They adopted policy of dividing the
population on religious and communal basis and
slaughter became a common thing. The British
accepted the cow slaughter as a policy and abattoirs
were started at many places in the state.

The British issued a fresh order on 20" May
1849 in the following words “No One should be
allowed to interfere with the practice by his
neighbor, and of customs which that neighbors'
religion either enjoins or permits.”

The order in clearer terms encouraged the Muslims
to practice cow-killing giving them the shelter of
law, throughout Punjab.  Now, stopping of cow
slaughter was a proof of this fact that the Indians
now could throw away the foreign yolk. Accepting
cow slaughter officially was a fact to be brought
home to the Indians that they were now slaves.

Dr. Fauja Singh has rightly pointed out that
“After annexation, slanderous propaganda of
Christian missionaries against Indian religions and
the setting—up of a string of slaughterhouses for the
supply of beef, a phenomenon strictly forbidden
under the Khalsa regime, made the Hindus and
Sikhs realize the heavy loss that they had suffered by
losing independence.”

Satguru Ram Singh had planned to wage a
war against the foreign rule with the help of the
force of the masses that he had garnered under the
Namdbhari sect. He was clear when he was to attack
the foreign powers. “After deep deliberations over
the doctrines and principles of warfare, Satguru
Ram Singh had theorized the entire concept. It is
essential for every organized campaign that there
should be one nucleus. This nucleus of faith should
be stable and un-ambiguous. It should be shining,
solid and un-failing like a divine aura. Satguru Ram
Singh Ji made the holy cow the nucleus of his holy
war”.

The British wanted the Indians to fight each
other in the name of religion. For this reason, the
slaughter houses were opened near the religious
places.

An abattoir was in operation near the holy

shrine Sri Darbar Sahib Amritsar.
The pious Sarovar at Harimandir Sahib, Amritsar is
a symbol of our glorious history. When the remains
of'the slaughtered cows started falling in the Sarovar
and parikrama of Hari-Mandir sahib, people's
patience was to the brim. Henceforth on the night of
14-15" June 1871, the Namdhari Sikhs, fearless
men attacked the slaughterhouses to get it forcibly
closed.

Likewise, in Raikot also, with the
permission of Mr. Rictus, a butcher house was
opened in the year 1856. After a month's time of
attack at Amritsar butcher house, on the night of 15"
July 1871, Namdhari Sikhs waged another offensive
against the Raikot slaughter house as well. In this
attack a man and a woman were killed and seven
were wounded. But the two main butchers Boota
and Ranjha whose murder was evidently intended,
escaped. Boota was not present at the time of attack
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and Ranjha ran away from the scene.

The British authorities were baffled with
these two back to back attacks. The Deputy
Commissioner Ludhiana announced a cash reward
of Rs. 1000/- to the person who would help in arrest
of the culprits and remission sentence to the culprit
if he became official witness. Likewise, Maharaja
Patiala also announced a cash reward of Rs. 250/-.
Mabharaja of Nabha also issued instructions to help
the British in arrest of attackers of Raikot Butcher
house.

The Deputy inspector General of Police,
Punjab Col. Bailie also reached Raikot before 20" of
July. He had his opinion that Namdhari Sikhs had
attacked the butcher house on behest of Satguru
Ram Singh Ji. Mr. Cowen, Deputy Commissioner
mentioned in his report dated 20" July 1871 that
though the Kookas ( Namdhari Sikhs) did murders
but he had doubt that Guru Ram Singh had ordered
to kill the butchers.

The police was successful in arrest of Dal
Singh. He was produced before the Magistrate court
at Bassian near Raikot. He admitted that he
participated in the attack at Raikot Butcher house.
Lateron, he became the official witness. He named
Gulab Singh of Choohar chak village. Gulab Singh
was arrested on 23" July, 1871. On the basis of
statement of Dal Singh, the police reached village
Pitho to arrest three Namdhari Sikhs S. Mastan
Singh, Gurmakh Singh and Mangal Singh. S. Doola
Singh of the village informed about the arrival of
police and advised all the three to run away from the
scene. But S. Mastan Singh said if we ran, then
police would harass the others. We did the attack on
slaughter house and now face the police action.
They surrender to the police. Suba Giani Rattan
Singh was arrested from Khanna. Lateron Rattan
Singh and Kahn Singh were also arrested. Kahan
Singh also became official witness.

The government was in hurry. The
arrangement for court proceedings were made at
Bassian Kothi near Raikot. With the assistant of
Officers and Advocates of Patiala, Nabha and
British police officers, the case file was prepared and
submitted before the Magistrate. Satguru Ram
Singh Ji was also called for inquiry in Raikot case.
His Holiness gave his statement on 24" July 1871.
The Magistrate completed the legal formalities
within two days and referred the case to the Session
Judge. By the time, the Session Judge of Ambala
Division also reached Bassian.

Mr. J] W Macnabb, Session Judge given his
judgment on 27" July, 1871. Four persons named
Mastan Singh, Gurmakh Singh and Mangal Singh
of village Pitho and Gulab Singh of Choohar chak
village found guilty and pronounced  death
sentence. Mr. Macnabb wrote, “I considered that
the slaughter by strangers of butchers carrying on
their trade in places expressly sanctioned by the
British government, was a direct defiance of our
authority, and I submit that any failing in carrying
out to its uttermost the punishment of such defiance
isdangerous to our power”

On 1" August, Judge of Chief Court Punjab,
Mr. C. Bollinos confirmed the death sentence of all
the four persons. The 2™ Judge Mr. J S Campbell
also showed his agreement to the death sentence n
the same day.

Now see the special aspect of Raikot case.
After pronouncement of death sentence to Gulab
Singh, the British made him official witness.

The question is, “Was it correct as per law?”
The answer is No.

But Namdhari Sikhs were subjected to
politics and not the law.

The attack on cow slaughter houses was a
defiance of the British by the Namdhari Sikhs. It
was a revolt against the foreign rulers. Like this, the
first three Namdhari Sikhs, S. Mastan Singh,
Gurmakh Singh and Mangal Singh were publically
hanged to death at Raikot. They laid their lives for
the freedom of their mother land India.

On September 9, 1871 the Mr. L.H. Griffin,
Officiating Secretary to Government of Punjab sent
a report to the Secretary to the  Government of
India about the execution of three Namdhari Sikhs
in which he had mentioned:

“They (Namdhari Sikhs) made full
confessions, which led to the conviction and the
execution of the three of the numbers, named
Mastan Singh, Gurmakh Singh and Mangal Singh.
They were executed on the 5" Aug. (1871)”.

Ajit Singh Namdhari
Ludhiana
Cont: 85588-34681
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