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Talwandi Gharana-The Redeemer of Rhythm

One of the Oldest Music Houses of India

&5~ Balbir Singh Kanwal, International Punjab Museum, London,UK

By a common consent, the
connoisseurs of music have been considering
Gwalior Gharana as the fountain head of North
Indian classical music whose patron was Raja
Maan Singh Tomar (1486-1517). Due to
political upheavals when the Mighty Mughal
Empire disintegrated, many Durbari musicians
left Delhi and migrated to other places like
Patiala, Jaipur, Lucknow, Agra etc. to seek
shelter and patronage. It was during this
period that all these new gharanas emerged
and gradually made a great name. The
members of each gharana followed their
traditions strictly and worked hard to further
spread their gayaki. This was the case with the
gharanas which flourished due to princely
patronage.

As for Punjab, there were already some
gharanas established such as Haryana, Sham
Chaurasi (both in the Hoshiarpur District),
Talwandi, Qasur, Naushehra Nangal (Amritsar),
Patiala and Kapurthala etc. including some
Rababi Gharanas of devotional musicians as
well. The descendants and adherents of the
Talwandi Gharana claim that their gharana is
the oldest of them all. They claim vehemently
that it was during the times of Babur (1486-
1517) that their two Nayaks by the names of
Mahagat and Khanda Rai Khanderey, founded
the gharana. Lovers of music know that in the
field of classical music the most exalted
position is given to Nayaks, who not only sing
magnificently, but are superb shastrakars

(scholar writers) as well. The Talwandiwalas
claim that, so far, India has produced fourteen
Nayaks, out of which seven belonged to their
gharana, the list of which is: Nayak Mahagat,
Nayak Khanderey, Nayak Bakhshu, Nayak Baiju
Bawra, Nayak Suraj Khan, Nayak Chand Khan
and Malik Nathan Khan.

We learn more about the Talwandi
Gharana from Principal Agha Sadik (1909-
1997), a great Persian scholar and also student
of the gharana, who had migrated to Pakistan
in 1947. Writing a small book on the Talwandi
Gharana, he describes an incident in the life of
Baba Rahim Dad Khan, a Durbari musician, as
follows, “The king was so impressed with his
music that he put all of his three sons, Dara,
Shujah and Murad, under his tutelage. It is said
that there were 360 musicians in his durbar
who were all very jealous of Baba Rahim Dad.
Their jealousy grew so much that they thought
of a plan to have him dismissed from his
service. Together, they hatched a conspiracy to
test his musical capabilities. “If Rahim Dad can
play Dalla Sen Taal and at the same time we can
sing all the four Banis/Vanis (may be Shudh
Bani, Gobarhari Bani, Khandari Bani, and Dagar
Bani), that will be fine, if not, he should be
dismissed from service and sent home.” To the
amazement of everyone, Baba Rahim Dad won
the test. As a result, all the court musicians
bowed to his musical prowess, touched his feet
and offered nazranas (cash money as a mark of
respect). Tomark that great occasion, alarge
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procession was arranged. Baba Rahim Dad was
made to sit in a palanquin to which all three
sons of Jahangir lent their shoulders!"

Two great books from the medieval
times, the Tuzak and the Igbalnama, mention
the following singers of Jahangir's reign:
Jahangirdad, Chatr Khan, Parwezdad,
Khurramdad, Makhu and Hamza. What a great
history of Punjab music! All these six Durbari
musicians of Jahangir were the sons of Malik
Nathan Khan, really a giantgenius of Talwandi
Gharana, who was a pupil of Bhai Mardana's
descendants.

So far, we have been reading some
scant references in some Sikh sources that
Swami Hari Dass was the pupil of Bhai
Mardana, which we have been taking with
disbelief. But how can we brush aside Ustad
Bagir Hussain (1923-2003) - the last doyen of
Patiala Gharana - when he says, "Nathe Khan
(Nathan Khan) learnt from Bhai Mardana's
grandsons”. He further says, “During the reign
of Akbar, he was the contemporary of Tan Sen
and Baiju Bawara. He was really an exemplary
musician. It is beyond any comprehension to
write about such a great person!” That was the
scenario corresponding to the Mughaltimes.

During the Sikh Raj, Maharaja Ranijit
Singh also patronized fine arts very lavishly. He
took great delight in giving jagirs to men of
talent. It is on record that once, as a token of
appreciation, he granted the village, Verowal,
near Khadoor Sahib, as jagir to Baba Pir Khan of
Talwandi. Baba Attar Khan of Talwandi was also
a durbari musician of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
His name figures in the 'rozenamchas' (daily
diaries) of the Shere-e-Panjab with the
following entry:

Events: 9" June, 1813 —
Yesterday, the Noble Sarkar kept on

listening to the music of Attar Khan, the singer
on the flute up to the time when the night has
passed four hours."

Like one of his elders Nathan Khan, he
also lived six years after the death of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh. Maula Dad Khan was born (1845-
1930) in Talwandi whose name became
famous in the whole of India. He was such a
revered figure that many princely states
thought it to be a matter of pride to have himin
their stables. A bandishkar of rare repute, he
was a great scholarand aloveable person.

Ustad Uttam Singh of Amritsar, Pt.
Daleep Chander Bedi (1901-1994) and Harish
Chander Bali of Jalandhar, Maula Bax Duda,
and even his son, Tawakal Hussain Khan (1902-
1958) of Jadla District Jalandhar, were all his
proud pupils. Pt. Daleep Chander Bedi and
Tawakal Hussain achieved great fame. The
training of both of them in dhrupad style might
have made their base much stronger, but they
had changed their genre to khayal ang. Defiant
and arrogant, exemplary eloquence and
rhythmic control, unique flurry of notational
sequences, a rare combination of affront and
musicality-that was the picture of Tawakal
Khan. His style of singing was a rare
combination of various styles. In this respect, if
anybody came close to him, it was none other
than Ustad Salamat Ali Khan. Tawakal Hussain
Khan was the only musician in the country who
had the audacity of challenging publicly,
stalwarts like Ustad Ashiqg Ali Khan, Behre
Waheed Khan, Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, Chote
Ghulam Ali Khan, Jamal Khan urf Machhar
Khan and Umeed Ali Khan for musical bouts. It
is different though as his stance and the mood
of bellicosity all the time was not liked by
everybody. Some people called him eccentric,
even partlyinsane, but there he was!




In 1947, the Talwandi Gharana people
fled away to Pakistan and settled in Lyallpur.
Mehar Ali Khan (1913-1976) was their leading
light. He did not get his voice recorded but
handed down his musical tradition to his sons,
Mohd. Afzal Khan and Hafeez Khan, who at a
later stage recorded their voices in four raagas:
Mian ki Malhar, Hussaini Todi, Multani and
Adana ki Bahar. As | was in touch with Principal
Agha Sadiq, | used to request him to get the
voice-recording of some Ustads of Talwandi
Gharana. | succeeded a bit but prior to that,
another artist of this gharana Ustad Inayat
Khan's voice (Raag Bhupali) was recorded by
Pakistan Radio Station, Quetta.

After the death of Mehar Ali Khan in
1976, his sons, Mohd. Afzal Khan and Hafeez
Khan, carried on their tradition, but due to
some unknown reasons, could not get mass
following. Around 1967-77, they also visited
London with a high-ranking officer Khalid
Basra, gave some performances but could not
break much ice. Talking about dhrupad, Hafeez
Khan always asserted that the singing of
dhrupad highlights Islam, and 'alaap in itself
means 'Allah! To illustrate his point, he would
recite his Khandani ‘cheeze' 'Allah Tero Naam'
(a bandish in Maalkauns) to begin with which
the audience received with mixed feeling of
delight and disdain. During their lifetime, the
duo struggled hard to keep alive their genre,
but with their death nearly ten years ago,
dhrupad is now absolutely obsolete in
Pakistan.

Regarding dhrupad, Namdhari Durbar,
Sri Bhaini Sahib, has been doing a great service
especially regarding kirtan and Indian classical
music. They are essentially the saviours in this
regard. | had the good fortune of listening to
Baba Jagjit Singh Ji in London in 1998. | was

surprised to learn that even at that advanced
age, he remembered a large number of
bandishes of Talwandi Gharana. These were
learnt by him from the Ustad Udho Khan and
his son Ustad Rahim Baksh. Namdhari
musicians like Mohan Singh, Sukhdev Singh,
Balwant Singh, etc. have carried on the rich
legacy of Talwandi Gharana.

So far, we have been writing something
or other regarding the achievements of some
artists, but not even a single word about
Talwandi or its whereabouts. By now, it could
be that some of our readers are curious to
know something about their roots, the big
name called Talwandi. Historians believe that
many villages in the Punjab were founded on
low-lying areas like ponds (the Holy city of
Amritsar was on Dukh Bhanjani Beri) or the
river beds. There are many Talwandis in the
Punjab like Talwandi Rai Bhoey, Talwandi Sabo
etc which are believed to have been founded
on such sites. However, at the moment we are
concerned with Talwandi which is three 'Kos'
from Kot Rai, Tehsil Jagraon in the Ludhiana
District. As the relatives of the musicians were
scattered in a cluster of small villages like
Halwara even Bhadalwadhi etc., they were also
considered to be in Talwandi Gharana;
according to a Mss. in the British Library in
London, founded in 1639. According to
another version, it was Akbar, the Mughal King,
who gave the village of Talwandi to Malik
Nathan Khan in jagir. If we split up the word
Talwandi, it would be tal and wandi — tal
meaning the underground surface and 'wandi'
meaning, the distributor or the giver. So
collectively, it would mean the distributor of
something oozing forth or emanating from the
underneath world. That meaning we may
derive from the typical Punjabiword, but as the




author has beenintouch with the last doyen of
this gharana, Ustad Mehar Ali Khan, in written
or spoken language, he would always call it
'Taalwandi'! The meaning would be nearly the
same, but in fact, in musical parlance - 'Taal'
means rhythmic cycles — the essential element
of time and rhythm in Indian music and 'wandi'
again meaning the distributer. A saying goes by
that if any artist is not in sur, that much it can
go, but any 'betala (out of rhythm) has no place
in Indian music. As two things, sur (tone of
definite pitch) and taal are basic and
Talwandiwalas have always been putting it on
the top. So according to their interpretations,
that is the reason why their gharana was
named as such. To deliver the finale, we would
like to end up with a bandish in Malkauns (Taal
Soolfakhta) of Ustad Mehar Ali Khan which
sums up the characteristics of Talwandi
Gharana:
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Like some other gharanas, Talwandi
Gharana has also been that of dhrupad whichis
not easy to sing. It is so exacting and
demanding that according to an old saying,
“Only that person should sing dhrupad who
has the strength of five buffaloes.” The
distinctive qualities of the style are the
emphasis on maintaining the purity of the
raagas and the elegance with which the 'swars'
are used. The compositions of Talwandi display
highly complex rhythmic variations. In some
Persian sources, the gharanas name is written
as 'Talmandi' meaning market of taals.

Indian classical music is just like an

ocean. It is seven fathoms deep. An ordinary
person like myself cannot describe the
enormity of its depth. In this small piece, which
| have done, there could be many mistakes or
inaccuracies. There could be certain things that
might seem exaggerated. Whatever | have
written, it is based on my lifelong research and
some documents that | have been collecting
over the years.

In the end, | am grateful to my revered
Guru Ustad Karam Singh Chakarvarti, MA
Sheikh Sahib, my friends Gurbakhsh Singh,
Mohd. Ayub Aulia and Ustad Ghulam Hyder of
Pakistan-who have all been a great source of
inspiration for me.
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Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj

25~ Rakesh Dada, Harivallabh Sangeet Mahasabhg

His Holiness Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji
Maharaj was an embodiment of divinity. His
aura radiated virtues and whomever came in
his refuge was showered with blessings. | was
fortunate to have his 'darshan' on several
occasions as amember of the delegation which
visits Sri Bhaini Sahib every year to invite
Satguru Maharaj and to seek his blessings for
the Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan. It was an
uplifting experience for me as | used to come
back with a bounty of his blessings and used to
feelrecharged with energy.

He enlightened his disciples and
humanity in general about the path for man's
unification with God by dispelling differences
between soul and God; by abandoning human
ego and sense of duality. He had directed the
disciples to salvation by enabling them to
overcome their lust, greed and selfishness. He
inspired his disciples to dedicate their lives to
service and benevolence of humanity by
following the path of meditation.

Music was an integral part of his
sublime being. Besides being a spiritual leader,
His Holiness Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji had
launched a parallel religion - the religion of
music. In the history of music, he will always be
credited with unmatched passion that sowed
seeds of a silent revolution of music in Punjab.
It was as early as in 1959 that Satguru Ji had
foreseen the dearth of talent in the field of
classical music in Punjab. His resolve soon
witnessed the initiation of young talent into
the world of classical music.

Satguru Jagjit Singh, who himself

excelled in Hindustani classical vocal and
instrumental music, started imparting
knowledge to boys and girls aged between 5
and 10 years. Soon the number began to
multiply. The untiring, unrelenting and
consistent efforts of Satguru Ji over a period of
10 to 15 years began to bear fruit. Beyond the
fast-paced life style of the Punjabis and
unnoticed by the powers that be, in a remote
village called Sri Bhaini Sahib, known as the
seat of the Namdhari sect, the foundation of
Hindustani classical vocal and instrumental
music was being laid. Though it takes a long
time for any serious form of music to gain
recognition, Sri Bhaini Sahib saw the rise of
many talented musicians, some of whom are
now national and international stars.

Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji did not restrict his
teachings to his followers alone, but he
imparted his knowledge of music to others too;
this speaks volumes for his dedication and zeal.
Led by his farsightedness, he consciously
decided to revive many dying musical
instruments of Punjab. As a result of his efforts
rabab, dilruba, saranda, sarangi, santoor and
sitar have been popularized by his disciples.
Hundreds of children in different age groups
are today learning to play these instruments
and are also being trained in classical vocal
music.

Satguru Jagjit Singh, who
himself excelled in Hindustani classical vocal
and instrumental music, started imparting
knowledge to boys and girls aged between 5
and 10years. Soonthe number began to




multiply. The untiring, unrelenting and
consistent efforts of Satguru Ji over a period of
10 to 15 years began to bear fruit. Beyond the
fast-paced life style of the Punjabis and
unnoticed by the powers that be, in a remote
village called Sri Bhaini Sahib, known as the
seat of the Namdhari sect, the foundation of
Hindustani classical vocal and instrumental
music was being laid. Though it takes a long
time for any serious form of music to gain
recognition, Sri Bhaini Sahib saw the rise of
many talented musicians, some of whom are
now national and international stars.

Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji did not restrict his
teachings to his followers alone, but he
imparted his knowledge of music to others too;
this speaks volumes for his dedication and zeal.
Led by his farsightedness, he consciously
decided to revive many dying musical
instruments of Punjab. As a result of his efforts
rabab, dilruba, saranda, sarangi, santoor and
sitar have been popularized by his disciples.
Hundreds of children in different age groups
are today learning to play these instruments
and are also being trained in classical vocal
music.Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji's name as a
renowned musician would also be
remembered for having evolved new matras
(beats) intabla playing like 'Paune-Aath’ (seven
and three quarters), 'Paune-Pandhran
(fourteen and three quarters), 'Sava Chaudhan
(fourteen and a quarter), 'Sadhe-Satran
(seventeen and a half) and Tehran Sahi Saat
bata Aath' (thirteen and seven eighth).

As a patron of classical music, he
encouraged many artists to make Hindustani
classical music their 'Sadhana' before they
decide to make it their profession. Renowned
and established maestros used to find solace in
his presence and often visited Sri Bhaini Sahib
to conduct workshops for the upcoming artists.

Shri Baba Harivallabh Sangeet
Mahasabha has been fortunate to receive
patronage of the Namdhari Guru Sahiban.
Satguru Partap Singh Ji Maharaj had showered
his blessings during his visits in the forties and
earlyfifties.

Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj
magnanimously acceded to the request of the
Mahasabha and accepted the first “Harivallabh
Sangeet Samman” in 1996. It was a small
gesture of gratitude from the music fraternity
to His Holiness for his unparalleled
contribution in preserving and promoting
Hindustani classical music. His visit and sermon
during the Sangeet Sammelan in 1998 was a
morale booster for all present. He had ensured
that a delegation from Sri Bhaini Sahib would
visit Harballabh Sangeet Sammelan every year
and extend moral and financial support for the
oldest Sangeet Sammelan of Hindustani
classical musicinthe world.

Satguru Uday Singh Ji too is continuing
the tradition and graced the Sangeet
Sammelanin 2015 and blessed all present.

"Music is the language of
human souls and is the one and only medium
which can easily convey human feelings direct
to the divine realm. It is a unique and
unchallengeable medium that gives the singer
supreme delight and transports him to sublime
heights, to a state of bliss and godliness”. It is
something that Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji had been
preaching in his sermons to mankind. |
remember him saying, “I tell all those whom
Imeet to make music a part of their
household.”

Satguru Uday Singh Ji has preserved the
great tradition of seeking salvation through
music and meditation. With the blessings of
the revered “Gurus”, the tradition will certainly
thriveinall timesto come.
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A SAGA OF

SRI SATGURU JAGIJIT SINGH JI

&5 -Dr. Sharada Jayagovind

At the Vidyalya, Beant ji and his friends learnt the values of hard work, sincerity and
truthfulness. Love of the motherland was a virtue instilled in them at every step. Saints such as
Sant Takhat Singh imparted the spirit of Namdhari culture and philosophy and inculcated in the
students the pride of being a Punjabi and Indian. He was a close associate of Satguru Ram Singh ji.
He was known to perform many miracles. On his way to Rangoon to meet Satguru Ram Singh ji,
Sant Takhat Singh was detained in Dhaka by the British. The British officer in charge of the prison
asked Takhat Singh to display his powers and free himself. The saint answered:

“If He wills, | shall escape.”

After a couple of days, Takhat Singh ji unchained himself and escaped from the prison.
When Satguru Ram Singh ji came to know of it, he admonished Sant Takhat Singh and said that
such divine powers are not for display. Satguru ji advised him to surrender to the British and
Takhat Singh ji obeyed the orders of the Satguru and served the term in prison.

Sant Takhat Singh spent a few years in Sri Bhaini Sahib and taught Namdhari philosophy
and history to Beantjiand other children at the Vidyalya.

Beantji's father, Satguru Partap Singh ji, wished that Beant ji would spend his childhood in
the company of saints and sages who would provide the moral ground necessary for him to grow
into a spiritually empowered individual. He desired that his son be rooted in the native tradition
and culture imbibing the values of humanity, truth and compassion.

Music was a major subject of study at this Vidyalya. Great masters taught Hindustani
music. Singing the Gurbaniand other devotional songs was anintegral part of the students' life.

Ustad Bhai Mastan Singh ji, Ustad Bhai Udho Khan ji and Ustad Bhai Taba ji Rababi trained
Beant ji and Ballo ji in Hindustani classical music and Gurmat sangeet. Beant ji studied in the
academy for twelve years and blossomed into Baba ji, a disciplined and devout Gursikh.
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visited the Vidyalya in 1939 and was impressed with the system
of education imparted to the children. He also appreciated the melodious and sacred music
rendered by the children.

The Vidyalya also laid emphasis on building a good physique and encouraged the students
to learn horse-riding, swimming, badminton, football, wrestling and other games. This love of
physical fitnessinculcated in childhood remained with Satguru Jagjit Singh ji throughout his life. It
was a treat to watch him play badminton at the ripe age of eighty.

Pandit Rajinder Singh ji, Kundan Singh Nakai ji, Pritam Singh Kavi ji, Pritam Singh Panchi ji,
Tara Singh Ragi ji, Giani Balwant Singh ji, are some of Beant ji's childhood friends with whom he

shared a close relationship, which was a bonding for life.

Beant ji’s school days were filled with pranks and fun. Once Beant ji told Kundan Singh
Nakai, his dear friend, that they had never quarrelled even once. So Nakai ji said:

“Let us stop talking foramonth.”

The two friends avoided each other's company and, for a month, the self-imposed silence
continued. At the end of the month, Beant ji was tired of this game and said:

“Letus putanendtooursilence.”

Such was the friendship that even if they wanted to quarrel, they could not.

Pandit Rajinder Singh ji who was Beant ji’s maternal cousin was very close to him. Once
while narrating how Sant Labh Singh Fattay hit one of their classmates, Beant ji demonstrated this
with a powerful slap on Rajinder Singh's cheek. Before Rajinder Singh could realise what had
happened, Beant ji had disappeared from the scene.

For such pranks, Beant ji was often admonished and corrected by his teachers. Beant ji

was very tolerant and accepted whatever punishment was given, without a murmur. He was
never conscious of his status as the son of the Satguru. Humility was a natural traitin him.

to be continue.......
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