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A Saga Of
Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji

Dr. Sharada Jayagovind

The Satguru never missed an opportunity to impress on world leaders the need for
disarmament and said that powerful nations should lead the way and dump all their nuclear
weaponsin the ocean. He said that only a person who is at peace with himself can spread peace
in the world. Acceptance of others as they are and tolerance towards other religions and
cultures was central to his philosophy of life. He subscribed to Guru Gobind Singh Ji's views:

"Some are Hindus, some are Muslims, some are rafjis, imams and satis. But all belong
to one race called humanity.” According to the Satguru, if we follow the teachings of Guru
Nanak, all the quarrels in the world will end.

Satguru Jagjit Singh ji said:

"We should get together in the form of sadh sangat regularly. We must not harbor ill
feelings or negativity against others. We must try to rise above personal grudges. We should
pray to Satguru to relieve us of the burden of jealousy, hatred, and animosity so that we can
have peace of mind and happiness.”

Patshaji was of the view that man's material and technological advancement is
remarkable but it is of no use if the person sits in an air-conditioned room and is burning with
jealousy about another's achievement or prosperity. Cleaning the mind of kaam, krodh and
other baser instincts is the first step towards attaining inner peace. Naam simran, seva and
surrender at the feet of the Guru purifies the mind. Such a mind can spread its happiness to the
outer world.

Patsha ji brought a spiritual perspective to the World Peace Summits where he was a
very respected leader. He laid the foundation of the Temple of Peace in Rajburi, Thailand on 19"
October, 1978 and observed that silence and non-violence are signs of peace and happiness

At the World Peace Summit held in the Assembly Hall of the United Nations
Organisation (UNO) at New York in August 2000, Satguru Jagjit Singh ji addressed two thousand
leaders from ninety countries. His message for world peace was:
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"We must donate something from our rights; we should never snatch others' rights, but
should rather guard the rights of others. This approach will end all quarrels in the world.”

When some religious leaders asked Patshaji:
“Why do you join hands with Russians, atheists and Communists for world peace?"
Patshaji answered:

"When your house is burning, if a Communist or a Muslim brings water to put out the
fire, would you reject his gesture and let your house burn?”

He perceived that world peace was the collective responsibility of all human beings.
Patshaji used to quote from the Gurbani:

“0O Nanak! When you forsake your ego and remain humble, you attain all the happiness
and peace.”

This is what the entire world is seeking. Patsha ji asks:

“When Guru Nanak Dev has given us the formula to attain peace, still why is it difficult
toachieve this?”

Patsha ji answers his own question:

"It is our attachment to this world. It is the illusion or maya, which prevents us from
attaining peace.”

He said naam and ego are enemies and maya and ego are friends. Hence if we make
naam our friend, ego will vanish and we can attain peace.

Instead of indulging in gossip, slander and jealousy, Patsha ji wants us to seek the
meaning of life and attain spiritual success.

to be continued
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