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MUE AN § fesamdt Hg ¥ @@ Hatugat & 3t dar-uay faar afer J1 & WH
Mies-ag 8T Is, fios ye Ty Af & ' § THS-HA3 JIfent fies 9313 aae 75| 3
e YT I5, 1 IS MUE AHIEMT & It st Ad »BT Tt sAst et filedt €
HATE3T 5% &3¢ Jfas 979, AeT 9% IfJE 979, U 3 &7 WgaT o, I19T < I J &, fize
% UTH 39¢ JfJE HeT YI< Ifde I8, BT I I2 Ia |

RAT yfig fegrgers miHars feuer I fa Hotuaut & wser 3ot I 3 @39 Hatuay Uer
Je 3foz| geg3 & I&t & IfaE Iat I 7T I 3 for ISt & AT AT &t | HEY & 99 U
Fed3 & fAusT I 3 Hatyayt T ag3< J fg 89 AfER 3 Aoz (famrs 3 yrt) € Stw g9 R
faerae A 3t A AET Ut € 7% 3 U, wio™ 3 HiT 73 nf3 A9 HeY fea-fos =9 aue de
7 3 UIAUT Ui 3 &3 © »in fiedt e e sue A= |

fTH HITYTY & JaT yJy g=78T & AYU BH ¥ AHT'S 9 Tugemit wese!, IHa1sd,
AHAR 3 U9HR Ti-H5® Y3t 8F © yIiaor =a <fimr Afer 91 fer At '3 ugftmrt g9
36X fEIHTT MTUE AN T 51 HAl GdT © HI™a Uy Y13 I I5 |

JJ 576 €l »ITHE AR 8793 '3 feeH! IHT & 9 HE | HidT, giumst 3 Fient 2941
HI-HJ F8™M T8 I & & T € IJ A& | IfIHT-FIHT 3 A= J9H-13T § I TaH T & fazr
Jfenr /| 3793 R TAT €2 HY U9 181 g1 & 2 5d1 He mU8e | HABHTS, fdent § Ieg
i3 g, HABHST § HOE IfT J FIAITTIE HE | 31 &76d He I HTS € @9 <9 fosue Ia-

% I3t I FTEET ggy Yy fg 83fant il
I3 WH'TH HY J9H €1H &7dT IJ gianfl

d9 &6 U3SI UT Tmi-3% 99 963 I3 g nie, e Hifnr & &t-gst 3
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I TS T3 2 AT Ufonm et I 1 TShrt ® fef3omA <9 319 571 WiH HIU9Y T T8,
fiat '3 Bt © AHaE® Enff B2 IHT nuET-wusT Jd A3 aoeit As | B9 fiar nieg
fJgnrt & fide Gar It vAmHTS &, €7 79 f£x = 3 Buw, o fde & Jar fJg 3 vAmHs § Ja1
HABHTS 986 €7 Aol foe, BT 941 feara »iz g9 AH fRaAE © IHTEst AG | 3d 36 ©
HIY A3 HeH Aear 3t 8T & fdentt 3 HABHTST & nfugT-mrysT nirfam -
568 H'd Sa1d |
fJentt &7 g, HAGHTST &7 Ui |
8at & Al WﬁWE’rHeHFﬁ 93 a3aT, fEasAST gargdt, HaU3T &% U,
HHIIMIS, Hars, fE’E(UId@'d gU fe<x 3 ged3 € HHJIST § I9Jd JuT e HeH AT | BgT e
AeH € gue fde- W?Wﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂaﬁﬁﬁ A 8T ATt sfes™s o fimg
WWE{WWFWWW%| 87 ug-denit, die-H3nft § <t 8 qe9 HJTs
I AG, HA Ied Hou' § | BT € AIYS ¢ 38 <9 AT Irfeas et Hi |
I 3761 & WUE AN € IaHT, UssT, Herfentt, It fiaf nife &% Aee gerfenr |
8at 3 Jar mma &t fagre {93 <51 3° <3t vHtEs &% wirgwT & 37 S 39w &J1 13T, gU st
AT, Adr »UE AR 19 »US! It 98 fiaa &St 89 3d '3 goH J9d U emff semit
TTT Y BYT WIT T IR TS X TIH AEYS I JIHIS 9199 979 foue I6-
THT ¥ »iie YA o I& 3IA3T o1 famig T &% ||
U ot A8 & qrg%g Tfen AdF Hdl 76 < & ||
HIH T34 eft 2fi use 33 feg usus T 53|
At 3 faged AoT9e HdT <% THT g7 o Jut 3 fHUT Adintt 2% gfumrSt @9dr
fermst 5% f3Aa 3% It Mgz © Ja feg view Baet | mius AHaTs § B & far Hae
& AT IHT AT HOOTHT 88T o YT 3 B T gaH How 3, 8 fer wigs = It afenr I-
F fa ¥ier it fas dxfo Ias 1
yofss afas 3 orafia 913 7 2% fegmr 3 gEiit § ganit As, Bt & f&fenm mi3
3T B o™ | AT Undst 3 nfg feremat €7 ¥3s di3T| USSE, Hefentt € ure gafint &
a3 feg" mind B § dfen™ & adt, A At AT <t fewrfenr | feg It fur aH adt /| fragt
fIHT-ZIHT W3 S ITH-F3T, TAHT-faeT g9 »iF 21 & AL AT fefomiss AT 297 Jfaa
3 HASS BareT 7, 8T e wiF 3 AT IR 7 79 ufast 39 sed Afag & Goret AT G9g
HAYS Afeg fever J-

feg €3t nifg Aer 3dte ot UA A
fdT o fex HIT ITHS & AdTTENT Ynig H |
HOHT I9 5761 & H3 JT I3t & 8 J Aarfent | Id 5761 F Hel nid feaiel Aet
&g & B8R 33 A9Ex J| A »iA & 39 sed ATfag T 935 & feogs & &3 T 1 viF & vt
fIHT-3IH 3 S IAHT-foe © fHaS I | I9 a76a © FEIS YW ¥ AU & WA miuet
fiealt fg nuEr & I wiug oo, utet, uTrs, aet, efonet nife & efis 38 897 Aae of |
- 37& fRW, 99884-45538
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Jroaret fenmfimr- 7y Arfog

gar Hret garf3 fenret f3fs 88 uses 1l
fEx Haa nEeT Hifenr 3 Eat 2o gowr, feng, fae <F Uerfen It
All the three demi-Gods, Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, were born

(from that one God) through His illusion (Maya).

feg ARat feg g7t feg &2 ST |
st 79" fEx Uer 95 % (goH), fEa foma T e (ffmd)
3 fEx it § usH J9s T (=) J1
Among them, one is the Creator (Brahma), one is the Giver (Vishnu)

and one is the Destroyer (Shiva).

fae f3g g2 f32 g AR IR I |1l

God runs the world as per His will and command.

€7 24 67 3efg & wie g3 &9 fes7T |
It is surprising that God can see everyone,

but mortal beings cannot see Him.

Salutations, only to that God

nirfe MBS igTfe PiaTaf3 Ja1 791 8 IH 113011
AHE 3T, U39 I, 7 nids Ifas I,

A o7 If03 I »i3 7 994 g1 *9 £ 2/ @ J|
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who has been in existence since the beginning, who is pure,

who has no start, no end, and who exists in the same form across all the ages.

AT &fe 3fe g379 |
I B 9 Y3 T 337 I |

God's seat (authority) and storehouses (resources) are present in all the worlds.

¥ fag ufenr g &7 =79 1I
7 3 2 Qoo feg ufenr T, 89 &3 =9t It ufewr I, 8a ge 3 Hfom adt|

whatever was put in them, was put only once.

f9 afg I° fAgA=aTg |
AJ AAS § 39 o Y3 fer § 2 fagr J1

God watches over the world after creating it.

36K AY o ATSt 19 I
H a9 # *fde 95 fx @R a9t € 3K HY I |

Satguru Nanak says that God's work is true.

nieq 37 »rer |1l
=% §F yg § sHAAS aq |

Salutations, only to that God

nirfe NEIS nigTfe »iaaf3 Jar 991 % I/ 131l
A HE 39, 7 ufe39 T, 7 widg Ifa3 7, 7 &7 Ifa3 T
3 7 9K Har 9 € I/ = T |
who has been in existence since the beginning, who is pure,

who has no start, no end, and who exists in the same form across all the ages.




SuTw At Af39rg fAw
S a1 H 1] Y3y
AJES T &
AUt = 3 3BT I, HIfdmiT = & 3% T
55 H TITl T&
33 'S AJES T FH'

H ATfant & 3% &Jt, 3T AT Jg-niAt BHG
WIS YTH St 7S | JY 3T HST WA Y9y J, UJ ATST
H3 22 J1 Aé BAG 8T ¥ & &4t few@zr grdter)
ATST Af33g AT gamft adt /Y, 8% & Y, AT &t Jgt,

8¢ & dd| I9 <& Bu Ifder I, I9 I A I THET
J | WIITTH AfI™ IT-ABddT & AHT I, Afgn™ USHJ |

S 3 gUH T g9 8%, WiH faEset a7 adt g2 .

y

AIE | 3978 ITtE feg & 2, fAge-3g 54 &, q08®
J, Go3xfder I-
gfan™ 5% AZ I96 gfomret
H'S &9& a8t fAamE |
FY &% B gfgnTet I9¢ & TU T BT J, He T A&7, SIe7 g3 IfdeT I |
gfantt 5% 7 3t I9at fET Iy 56k A

I &5 T T J | IAT IY 6 © Y 3P 9ET | 7 gt a7 ot adar | fan fews 3at
91 3T 3 78T | HSt wige I, A3 I9UST HETEE, ATSiT 8T AEsMiT, ATST 1d36 SJ4T,
ATST JITETEt § HET AT, O UZST O J967, 3t Jt I o wirl et 31w, aet dta f9...... | 7 3AF
f&a iw ‘9 £ ffx HaT ge8e g=8e faghi faghi et g &2 J-feg &t fe g aHar

7S & g&7 fonT I3 Miedt B 7Y ATIT J6 9 38T I-nedt H 86 f9d 37 96T I-mea i

o

WeT IfT o A6 TTET J- WMEAT B TH'T 36 5T B & MEd IfIIH 6 3d & J-medh °H U
JUTTE TY BZ |
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ngg did<t

g T ATEl

H3 IH BT H Jw nigd Ji9<t Ix H,
vigdt ad | U3t UST AT &71 GA @ S 7Y
feg digt I8t fHt =qar fHea A, Jfent SF
a7 II6 % | HaJt fHEt, U9 U9 3 5% 396
TH S g9 | o9 feafant = afenr, €9
TH®IT 949 | BR<T »isT AroHT 993 JifEd
g HigHA JI¢ | BF © »ed-HE B 5
Aeomit fogat age | A widh Sftmr, Jardt
3T5 Sftmer @ feg3 feg A< 1984 9 A
IH BTt & Y: Hds fiw ner ot 9%

g9sws fiw fols P '
98726-31199 ,
Hiogar € fUs < fHet & Ao &9 faar At |
‘AU’ 3 T3’ fegdasT g9x fie faar
AT Jo& ot dar Qws faor At fer iy
g A3 91 GeAT <t €8 It ude famr /Y, g
Sfanr AT iy fegm °9° RwImHet araet @
IS &% UATH! HGTAIST & 9% fgar At A
W gt fa He It Ut wrsfiasT § fils-fils
7 X 93z foor wt, 3t JEt vifsaest st €7
€ HEdt Ag® I%HT € HE 796! 93 J9 9
A5 | BAT 85 & Aes WISt 8% IF At gt
A AR Y 3° ufadh Wit fire gnr geres<t &F

Afed 3 wiust IF39H niew 9 faar,
“gfe 8T 100 JuT Tt 37w 3T Tt | QuTHT
frae s yragfen At fer “8fs Get”
g nifsHs A 3 “100 Jug <t 3787 feg
YIS 79 T MHIAS &9 © 93T qU ©F
wHs At W 8r mrfeg § 89 & fedt faar A,
“grfeg @ 8¢ HA'X &d1 @3dter| fer %
st faadt ot & s@aet 917 HE 3
HIIS® U™ Bar fa feg vt yagw § gt
afHBfere HafRasT < Ifde dae = 319
JI&TE T YdieT=T A, fer 3 U I8 5t HY |

HE 94t 3gt e I fa 7 1971 g &
8z gt A | 37. Ifgsds fHw Tgdr Irfeg
HOY €99 & ‘&% 2t JT v fHasr v9 39
A5 | 3t fesasrdt & 7%t 'S ud3 & g
FHT e ‘G W iy 99 A e
A.8.2. T afen feds =9 fogor Al =t

dest 7 3 i T St goAs U39 &
HJg3 J9et J|

HT | U3 &% 49T Bfax view | B8R & I
feg TgoHTt et Bt nrdt ms1 89
feeda 3 »id 39 fumr A1 AT o9H
fesa@rdt A & UIeTe A7 gd A5 | aTHaItt
T w3 Afimr mrfenr et 8t © I 3fontt
T HES €9 €96 Jfesret faver uger faar|
3t BHT AHT A®Ud B STHOTET UHETST T
g%er fogr| €8 dt Ifder fogr| sHo<t a9
Y3y fAw &t © »ias g% 3 BTTHT =
fsfin™ ge5 TH I96 & UK J9e7 J1| 99
8R& guT ure A | »mUE fere &% Hoes 3
widl 39 & 89 IHH T wiAg JIs Ifgnr 3t
Sr<t 39 GuIt At | »iAS g 8o dg I9A
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et U Jfenr e At fiedt & vz @t
&H9 3t fegAz I It AT U T sEdr JU
AU adt A U fgor) fer a9 ot €9 »w
fenat T 7 '3 ¢t QT Jer A
feniast 3¢ Ufs3 Ae99 &% sfgg I At
JIET T

THd Ss T T e nivg ¥5 § fon
faam AT e Inff Saanrt =far 89 1947 9
It o1 =5 & wiaret & Jfg Afor | HSt o
AT At HE 3 Hae ©H 3t SUdSh uast &
WS ‘T3’ &I A fxar1 8g oAt Ffd<t,
“e iz 3fde mf1” “feg @ nmuz fils <t
g7 8 iz g9 =9t a9e® ()
3fort® @ Jer A, I % gA3 o<
(IAEGETAYT) e o | GemAT & 3T fodt =fde
T, 93 Hf ¥ few ¥ 22, 393, UfIAs®
I3 | vt &S fae gaf @ AiET fJeAs®
a3 |

H3 IH BTHl § ¥95'% & g3t &r
JI T II T famr| €R T S5 T Hwe vifdmirg
efdge &l TG At fiedlt & nigzret
&gt 88 Tt fourdt A<t 3 BR T 9T &
ufgms-yesdit &3t A9es fRw nigrt &
»HITI 9T 73 IH GTHT T mHarg <t HET,
Jat, darfanft feg dine St | 8T Hivs” a9
A I oo A n=E Uz’ g9 & fammses 3
fggr 7/ nizgs It & &9 a3 e fdv=s
&% U™ 7' € YdoT © 90T AT | O ge% ©
faa™s 3 Bt “HY dic €t J9” 87 & TS B79
&t H O 3Tt feﬂ?gag%u%f&sér“f%ea
&I vinge & | Sl &t fags | 3fani er
%dd Exer 2aer 8y IfHBfore Het drt
HSH *3 # gfgnfm| afHBfere ue arg 3t
8ré AgsT fom Jfoer At ¢ B0 & B9 i
nitgrer fagr I famrm | 7/: Aaee fRw 7R
T YI'E T3 & fex dear gadT fee 3 |
st & Ae Bat & fonras & ‘T9-v9’
AfsHar

a3 3t BRE Y3 fiw 39 3 Ufs3 Aeog
% afag U & v | »iI &I HE JIeA ‘T
7= & far Tez HafAasT T faarg At, 3AT
Cilaral

£ Jg S37 TH7 @7
r J8 THHH ©7|
fex uH 5y
3 ©H UH H |
O @ | faug 7t
1962 'Y FI3 TI& Adl & FIST
atHfere utact § fowr & Ju fa3T HE | 2Hf
éfHHTBTUEﬁH"r O3 <t 9979 mits ugT AT |
Jiat IH® \“aﬁ{gﬁﬂzwﬁﬁﬁﬁ—frf&ﬂ
BX G& 94T H |
gt nit grdte e <,
widh 33t it HeHeaT |
1964 T UTg2T UTe It | 3 3 AT
33 I3 T | WU nyEnit 239nit 3 Iz
FY3J g IT | UIHHE T Ffge 2 Sw i3
FEAT & B 2% fUs ager a3t fesqwy
3 Jfanrade B &F g It I fAs
Ufa® AQ '3 wr aiet | UeHT S9r% 3 9% 9
AJad 956 &% 97 A3 HaE of &% <J
JET | A3 ITH BETHT I9d »idls 3 BI6
dI8g nUSt nETg GarT w7 o 39 ¢ BT GH
T 'Y AHE J famr 7 fegt afiBfenet &
‘AU Tl Jf0 X 3 §% Ice AG | 97 < g
'S HY JTT B3 sIASBES! Blog gE A<l
A »A% 9 fegt 'S 993 €It Iisg Ao A
VUET ASTH® Ie379 % foas © Jdfent
BAF T Uit T8 313 © HA'Sd 886 § 3™
50t As | feat ‘B0%° 3 ‘TS’ EAs’ ©
% ‘g BuHT < A7 Ifenr ug B & I®3
oY < Bt It fAR” ‘¥ T ¥’ AT ‘arT
ITART &%’ 9973 © fJAT &dt fare 7w | fAe
atHBfere AeAT '3 IT I3 fEadt a9s Bet

THIT 2021
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J< Ao, Afdied Id9%T AT &fded oA Jer A
Ud “gxfee’” ACH HI J96 % IHIS
JIfarAs AW FaATs At 7 gshy faw zfimrsr

2ux UT Al feR ‘gafeedt’ & AST
fesamat Afgm™aTT Bfag T For faafenT|

A Al a1 fug It &dt I8 37 €/ <
& < faB =33t < ? oo ani® Hafentt '9
WHIAS JETHYST &
ugT o3t 3T @R §
“gfg & AHsTENnT”
famr, 39 9 T
sat gigt) g
fegs & BHAS
garadit T MfTAA
Faer fasT At A3
IH BTt % 3t
feg wigAg Tuger
fagor A€o ae a9
feafant & g3
uQer 3t GRdt A3
3o Al 79 €9
iy fegm © ofex
U3 a9 3T BAg
9 W3 € B9 =
iz SAeT| a3t &t
H'E Hfg@™eT UH J9¢ A3 IH BeHT & niAt
SR U3 € A< 3 2uT T MIAT Bt
Jae IJ| d& Jfder fa Ifezr fan Agara
3T Vidl feg nirgdiede © a8 &0 Jdit
adt gt feg 3t ye vfgaer ger I1 miuE

fewer a3 fAw dew < | 3 Fae< fAw
7R < | g0t & I 8RS 97 & Hou3 SISt |
HAE® 3T g St < ufded &% g9% I
fog fgar I1 €F it fod39 fHAT &% It
‘TTHI’ B T SH AS TH BEHI € & H 3
filz uJo A& ‘Tt U3 96 @ 3T R

fes <t 39 oI AS |
wus gHs 3
ufggr © &
T® HAST & I¢
'g GRS 87 "9
Ut d gfenT
Sr<t mfedt 3t
fedt €rat 3 &
837 fRUI3I™I

Hg€ AU A
. HYT HEJT Awd
UH JI6 B
gl €9 a2
Ffder At 3 &

3 WUE T9d i3
g3 wat g W3 a3t g uds T mfeg A
Ut f&g we vt fAuis < fea € we 8
& <t 39 »et At| fen agd 8F ¢ fils © 97
FATET fers &1 uT, fast & Iat 57% 73w,
JUSS Af3nft & gt for g < It @g<etuTat

HAH '8 It Hfgaer T1 miust Hfgd AR o
JdT |
A3 I BT ‘yIHu3T’ & f=Ad

HEH I | 319 376 €< Hl & S 134T AT
UA B e ufgst fedt ot nmdt A &1 9=
AI'T 9T 318 & 3 HoleH o3, 1§ Hiznit ararfentt
8 UJs feg u® ®8¢ &1 §A § AHARE &

g&6 T g niyst W3 T nigee g9 faar|
8rY §% & HI¥3 96 et g J9st I

996 99T TS IHETEHE nitgr < 2t nid &3t
At 38T | TH T AT IS SA96 %
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finAsEst 5% afHferet € sretest <F
Srer I3 fexa A1 3791 3T GTTHT €51-
gt gaE I
JOHS BHAY faas I<e &,
geT ¥ 3R I udfen I

fag sdt? fer T ang T o fAW fes & 7
€833 Hfan /Y, 89 »im <t 6o It YyAIx T
“A3 WIt 'Y d9 AST I9d &dF Ie gt 3
US-USst IrHt afest fedt A Aol fedt
fouret feargs A wdt' Jehnit @ fegtfent AF

IHS & TSt <, JeT & TH
St A7 g3 IIT S J | feR s g BeTHY
3 ufgst Uaret grfedt & o< &dt At difen |

y3t <9 ofamrg dine, 3% 9 g
e 3T @1 uBST8 HIT A3 9 fie 6 ud
8rer Tg€ ¥&T ¥9 HigE ¥ I9% &d1 Hi |
WWWWWS’ nied gy <t
fardt =9 391 5IH, IHS THS |

oF @9 niHIa AT Fat 3t 993 A9
At I95at 2T AS 91 SeAt & 7% 9
A T8 Afe3T & U feIH % Jd<c &1 |
iy w9 *g A I J9d fest "9 241 nieg
Samer fonmes s a96 ®ar| 33 39T 3
33t 93 QueT vivd g9 BT &dit | 8T 37
fRw miTdt 0% g 77 o Jfe3<t A8 BT
fimr| A3 g99e AW Fdes ni3 go<3 fiw
XIS Bl |

ﬁ?ﬂ@?ﬁéﬁﬁm )
m'io('(ﬂ ded O(d:iln'fr 3_ O(d:ﬁln*fr HH'G'
fasnit| gou & faug feg A fa 8/ I
Wé@ﬁ%ﬁ}mﬂ@vﬁ%ém

Jet @ 2fentt "g @<t I TTHIT 3 uT et
39 foR 3 fAer I fous et 8F &3 J, 68
fodt gfest feg Adt It d=ait1 faedit it
IfoH3t 3 Fuz wat © 71 72 feg fadt afest
Jt fou Ao &1 7 ITHE 37 97d9 UaE f<g A
dd IS 5| Idl IS BUF & WU SIH T
fez a3e ade a< g7 g1 ¢ I6 3 o< fAg
IBH I o I5| SuHr s & fEd I3
Ifenrm| 8T wmufont & 87 & um &8 I3
A 22T ATg3 94J6 {99 € 3 A9 AS B9
a3 & | AfI3 "9 JET 836 & 29 &J1 geT
frg ufowr, gAT T97T €3 HIER BHHT J1
AfEg 3t ANTE3d 39 94 3 I6, MU-mUE
nie &9 3921 HS T AHUS I8 I9d He
BHS T NPT ANE BaeT J 3 HY e HeeEt
e & foag © 3fontt & wigg 7 3 ASS3H
BIET I | W WU YISIH H3T9d mesT 3
HJd HTAST feAz Jev J |

‘fodle fonresr 2w’ I3 Afent A
ygfonit 1§ 99 @9 STt frors J9aa9
Bdr J1 feg #9 iy AR 96 &dt, AT
87 yHar 395 I 1 A3 IH Bt & Brrfanr
JI

feste, fonrsr 2, Tar ‘g €9ser &,
v 397 €% &7 59|

Tod it faar famrm| 8F § <5-F<s St HIT T H 3TEC 919 g ST Aty 34T,
%r'—a’|f8€ra'”r<vs£rd°rm{§"m€rfawm°rm i HEHS 9 |
At wmiE fegeeast it It #5338 % faw feg ys & & 7 d€ I
21T 77| T8 Hg &% W fow 57 3t nmust g3t 23t fege gdt 9= < QA T
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GURU NANAK -
THE VOICE OF PEACE,
UNITY AND TRUTH

Suvaran Singh Virk ' ;
99963-71716

With the only a few exceptions in the human history there has always been a conflict of
views in every age because of the existence of different social classes. This division of classes
starts with the age of civilized mankind when man became able to produce more than he needed.
Due to the control of a particular segment on the produce, there came into being the concept of
private property. In the ancient past, the forces of production were not very much developed. So,
there was little chance of any surplus storage. As the implements of production grew, the
production increased. As the fights to grab pastures and forest ensued between the rival groups,
the people of the defeated side were enslaved. Since the slaves were flogged to get more and
more work from them, it led to the generation of the force of labor. Thus two social groups- the
rulerand the ruled- came into existence. The owner of property was the ruling class which further
invented state for the protection of its wealth. In our country, the signs of state are not older than
about five thousand years. Those engaged in production and the forces of production together
make the production structure. Since, the society as a whole participates in the process of
production, it is social in nature. But the nature of grabbing its fruit is personal in character. The
share of produce determines the class identity. The first class division showed up in the form of
master and slave while the second one was between the feudal lords and vassals. After industrial
revolution the new edition of this division was again between the capitalist class and the
proletariat class. This very class conflict regulates the social dynamics. Therefore, the ideas,
institutes etc. are neverimpartial. They tend to jump into the favor of one or the other side. These
rules are applicable also in the interpretation of religion or religious faith. Only those having the
potential to identify and lead the motor energies of their age turn out to be the epoch makers.
From this perspective, Guru Nanak too was the epoch maker who had stood tooth and nail in
favor of the underprivileged, the deprived, oppressed, suppressed peasantry and emancipation
of women.

The era of Guru Nanak (1469-1539) was that new inventions and industrial revolution in
the Europe. It led to the possibility of giving way to the emergence of the capitalist class. On the
other hand, the contemporary India was ruled by the Muslim rulers who ruled over our country
with the support of the feudal lords and their militia. The working class including peasants,
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artisans and laborers was subjected to loot at the hands of the state. The centers of handicrafts
cropping up in the cities were also reeling under the taxes imposed by the ruthless rulers. Half or
sometimes three fourth part of the farmers' produce was taken away by way of land revenue.
With great difficulty, the oppressed farmer would fend for his family with the remaining half or
one fourth of his produce. Guru Nanak became the voice of these voiceless people. That is why
Sikhism founded by him is treated as a faith of rebellion of the suppressed underprivileged class
against feudalism. That is why Guru Nanak's successors i.e. the fifth, sixth, ninth and tenth Guru
(s) arose up in arms against the Mughals. The climax of Guru Nanak's Sikh revolution was seen
with the appearance of Banda Bahadur on the scene. Banda is known to have exterminated
feudalism from Punjab and distributing land to the tillers including those from the lower castes
and backward classes.

Along with farmers, urban traders and artisans including the downtrodden labor class
started coming under the banner of Guru Nanak against the feudal oppression. That is how the
Guru's teachings became a ray of hope for these classes. The most important contribution of
Guru Nanak was to convey his message in his own language. Till then the language of the ruling or
elite class was different from that of the masses. Sheikh Farid who preceded Guru Nanak three
centuries back had penned down very sweet poetry in chaste Punjabiimbued with the dialect of
Multan. It had reached him through Sheikh Braham, one of Farid's descendents. Similarly,
journeying to several places during his odysseys Guru Nanak had become familiar with the
humanistic writings of the Bhagat composers viz. Kabir, Ravi Das, Namdev, Dhanna, Sain, Sadhna.
These bhagats had written their poetry in the Saadh Bhakhya- the then popular dialect. Like these
Bhagat poets, the Guru also denounced the evils like casteism, rites and rituals. Also, he
propagated the message of peace and love among different religious faiths and sects.

According to Toynbee, the eminent historian the history of India is that of clash between
Hindus and Muslims. The first historian of Guru Nanak, Bhai Gurdas writes about Hindu-Sikh
antagonismasunder:

Chaar varan chaar majhban jag vich Hindu musimaane.
Khudi bakheel takabbari khichotaan Karen dhingaane.
Gang Banaras Hinduan Makka Kaaba musalmaane.
Sunnat mussalmaan di tilak janju Hindu lobhaane.
Ram Raheem kahaide ik naam dui raah bhulaane.
Bed kateb bhulai ke mohe lalach duni saitaane.
Sach kinaare reh gaya kheh marde bahman maulaane.
Siro na mito aavan jaane. (21) (1)

The teachings of Guru Nanak constructed a bridge between Hindus and Muslims so as not
only to initiate but also perpetuate a dialogue between the two communities. He stressed upon
picking whatever is good in each faith and discarding all that is not worth adoption. While
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living in Sultanpur the first revelation he made public after coming out of the Vein River was:
Na ko Hindu na Mussalmaan.

Through this message he tried to deliver the truth that everybody takes birth as human
being but his religious faith depends on his parentage. So there is no point in squabbling in the
name of different religions. The commonest religion of man should be to feel concerned about
every fellow being. When asked in Mecca which from the two faiths- Hinduism and Islamhe
thought better he said inthe words of Bhai Gurdas:

Puchhan gall imaan di kaji mullan ikatthe hoi.
Vadda saang vartaya lakh na sakei kudrat koi.
Puchhan fail kitab no hindu vadda ki musalmaanoi.
Baba aakhe haajia subh amlan baajhahu dono roi.
Hindu musalmaan dui dargah andar lahan na dhoi.
Kacha rang kusambh da pani dhote thir na rahoi.
Karn bakheeli aap vich Raam Raheem kuthai khaloi.
Raahi saitani dunia soi. (33) (1)

He patronized the marginalized people reeling under the millstones of exploitation in
dehumanized conditions and said that man's distance from or closeness to God also depends on
his deeds. Itis meaningless to feel proud of belonging to a high caste:

Fakarh jaatee fakarh naa-o.
sabhnaa jee-aa ikaa chhaa-o.
aaphu jay ko bhalaa kahaa-ay.
naanak taa par jaapai jaa pat laykhai paa-ay | |1] ] |
(Salok Mehlaa 1, page 83)

According to the Master nobody will be condoned in the Divine court simply because he
belongs to a higher caste. There one has to come across new beings who have nothing to do with
caste:

agai jaat na jor hai agai jee-o navay.
(Mehlaa 1, page 469)

The followers of Guru Nanak's path had to favor the unfavored and become shelter of the
shelterless, honor of the unhonored and strength of the weak. A strong public awareness can do
wonders and this is what Guru Nanak was doing by shaking the oppressed lesser mortals out of
slumber. He announced on behalf of his God that only those who cared for the so-called lower
castes or working class like farmers, artisans etc. would deserve his grace:

neechaa andar neech jaat neechee hoo at neech.
naanak tin kai sang saath vadi-aa si-o ki-aa rees.
jithai neech samaalee-an tithai nadar tayree bakhsees. | |4]|3] |
(Sireeraag mehlaa 1, page 15)
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All disputes in the world arise out of inequitable distribution. The Guru describes the
Hindu who usurps what claims to the other as a cow-eater. And, if a musalmaan is guilty of the
same he is as much a sinner as a pig-eater. The other's claim has been equated with eating
carcass. No spiritual Master blesses the one who deprives someone of his legitimate right:

hak paraa-i-aa naankaa us soo-ar us gaa-ay.
gur peer haamaa taa bharay jaa murdaar na khaa-ay.
galee bhisat na jaa-ee-ai chhutai sach kamaa-ay.
maaran paahi haraam meh ho-ay halaal na jaa-ay.
naanak galee koorhee-ee koorho palai paa-ay. | | 2] |
(Mehlaa 1, page 141)

According to a Soviet-Hind scientist K.Z. Ashrifian, “With the socio-economic
development of India in the 15th. century through the strengthening of feudal production
relations which stands manifested in the mushrooming of medieval cities as handicraft hubs,
pertains to the escalation of feudal exploitation. The anti-feudalist trends gained momentum in
the country.”

"From 13" century to the first half of the 16". century a manifestation of the intensified
social contradictions of feudal society becomes visible in the rise of Bhagti movement's anti
feudalideology. There being mainly anideological basis of antifeudal drive by the urban elements
like traders and craftsmen, the Bhagti movement reflected also the aspirations of farmers who
were as much the victims of feudal exploitation and social inequality.”

“The biggest elemental and democratic branch of Bhagti movement was Sikhism."

“The teaching of Guru Nanak is religio-mystical in form but in essence it was anti feudal.
Its public acceptance vouches for the intensification of social resentment in India. His poetry not
only mirrors common Hindu-Muslim culture but it also became a part of the ongoing anti-feudal
culture as well. It was raising itself in confrontation with class group despite the fact that Guru
Nanak's message did not go beyond the limits of the domain of religion."

"Sikhism was far closer to the masses as compared to the viewpoint of several leaders of
European renaissance.”(Guru Nanak-A collection of essays, Punjab Book Center, Chandigarh.

The said scholar also writes that the leaders of European renaissance had made Latin, a
language far estranged from people. But the target recipients of Guru Nanak's message were not
familiar with the classic languages like Arabic, Persian or Sanskrit. Therefore, Guru Nanak enabled
Punjabi to reach his people. He treated ignoring his language as deserting his religion. When the
aspirants of governmental positions having gained the knowledge of these languages spoke
themintheir homesthe way our people do it today, the Guru said:

khataree-aa ta Dharam chhodi-aa malaychh bhaakhi-aa gahee.
sarisat sabh ik varan ho-ee Dharam kee gat rahee. | |311

(Dhanaasree mehlaa 1, Ghar 3, page 663)
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The Master says that under the pressure of Islamist rulers or just to be in their good books,
oblivious of their language and culture our people were imbued in the same color. His words are
very much applicable on the prevalent situation today when the worshipers of Mammon are out
to efface our regional identities and the rulers of the country tend to Indianise all forcibly. In Guru
Nanak's times also the enforced uniformity of communal forces had ridiculed the Guru. The
religious precincts were being taxed, the Guru was forced to wear blue attire symbolic of the
Mughal empire.

aad purakh ka-o alhu kahee-ai saykhaaaa-ee vaaree.
dayval dayviti-aa kar laagaa aisee keerat chaalee. | |5] |
koojaa baa'g nivaaj muslaa neel roop banvaaree.
ghar ghar mee-aa sabhnaa" jee-aa" bolee avar tumaaree. |16] |
(Basant hindol ghar 2 mehlaa 2, page 1191)

For disseminating his message, the guru took along Bala, a Hindu farmer of Rai Bhoi
(where he had a well in his name) and Mardana- a Muslim miraasi who turned out to be a good
keertanist and Rebeck player. When Mardana played on this stringed instrument the Master
would sing the banii.e. the divine poetry according to the occasion. The major part of his poetry
has the folk idiom built on the metaphor and images chosen from the folk life of Punjab. He was a
lover of nature with the result that his poetry has the images of the rivers, brooks, sea, flora,
forest, agood variety of weathers, various sects and living style of different people.

In his "History of the Sikhs, J. D. Cunningham writes about Guru Nanak and other bhagat
poets in a comparative study that the other reformers only supplemented the forms of
opposition but Guru Nanak sowed the seeds of an integrated nation. Undoubtedly, Guru Nanak
was the proponent of the modern concept of Punjab, Punjabi and Punjabi ethos. He marked the
beginning of integrating this region as a political unit. Making Punjabi language the diction of Adi
Granth he glorified it as a literary language and in the second half of eighteenth century the
Punjabis as a nation became independent rulers as well.

It was only as a result of Nanak's ideology that the English colonialists thought of grabbing
Punjab about a full century after the Plassey war implying the conquest of India over Punjab.
Under the influence of Guru Nanak's ideology the proud free man continued his fight through
various movements against the British Empire till they rolled their luggage to leave India.

Guru Nanak's religion suggests the deliverance of the working class including the farmers
and artisans by holding them in high esteem. We emphasize this point with reference to Prof.
Puran Singh's statement, “The guru used to praise the labor of all kinds. He condemns indolence
and laxity both at physical and mental level. Both kinds of laziness is antispiritual. Service
through hard work is the only golden idea. Only hard work is the service to man and God. The
enjoyment that does not come from labor is just anillusion. Lavishing perspiration while toiling
hardis the true prayer. Ringing bells or telling the rosary is ridiculing the inner truth."
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(Prof. Puran Singh, The Music of Soul, Vol. 2, Translated by Kirpal Singh Kasel, P.77)

Guru Nanak gave a clarion call of truth at the famous religious centers of both Hindus and
Muslims. He made three odysseys in the East, South, West and North over a period of more than
two decades. Everywhere he preached working hard, partake the fruit of labor with others and
remember the name of God. He liberated the people enmeshed in superstitions. He said that to
attain God one need not renounce home and hearth. He can be attained only through the sweat
of yourtoil. Numerous traits of the personality of a gursikh have been given in Guru Nanak's bani:

jit boli-ai pat paa-ee-ai so boli-aa parvaan.
fikaa bol viguchnaa sun moorakh man ajaan.
(Sireeraag Mehlaa 1, page 15)
naanak vaday say vadbhaagee jinee sach rakhi-aa ur Dhaar. | |34] |
(Raamkali Mehlaa 1, Sidh Ghost, page 942)
Nanak lekhei ikk gall hor haumei jhakhna jhaakh. | |1]]
(Salok Mehlaa 1, page 497)
naanak manmukh bolan vaa-o.
(Raag Ga-orhee Gu-aarayree Mehlaa 1, page 151)
naanak moorakh ayhi gun bolay sadaa vinaas. | |1] |
(Mehlla 1 Salok, page 143)
naanak bhaa-ay bhagat nistaaraa dubiDhaa vi-aapai doojaa. | | 2] |
(Sireeraag Mehlaa 1, page 75)
naanak fikai boli-ai tan man fikaa ho-ay.
(Salok Mehlaa 1, page 473)
naanak dunee-aa kee-aa" vadi-aa-ee-aa" agee saytee jaal.
(Salok Mehla 2, page 1290)
naanak a-ogun jayt-rhay taytay galee janjeer.
(Sorath Mehlaa 1 Ghar 1 Cha-upday, page 595)
naanak a-ugan veesray gur raakhay pat taahi. | |4]||15] |
(Sireeraag Mehlaa 1, page 20)

Today, when we are going to celebrate the 550%". birth anniversary of Guru Nanak the
rulers are like bloody tigers and dogs even today. The entire focus of the governments is focused
on the top ten or fifteen minions. The farmers and laborers of Punjab are committing suicides
today. The honor of our daughters and sisters is not safe today. The climate i.e. air, water and soil
have become poisonous. We invited this curse on us due to abdicating the teachings of Guru
Nanak. Still we can find a way out of this black hole by analyzing the teachings of the Master in
modern context. The Guru can become a bridge between both the Punjabs. Rather than
threatening each other with atom bombs, let us resort to the rabab.
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RAGA NAAD,
NANAK BANI AND
»
GURMAT MUSIC Harpal Singh Sewak .‘ .

94176-01321 -

The 550, birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev ji is being celebrated the world over with
great religious fervor by the Sikh organizations and those dealing with Punjabi culture. In this
context the publication of a string of articles on the great spiritual Master is a commendable
venture.

Guru Nanak Dev was a versatile personality, an epoch maker who gave way to an all-
embracing culture in Punjab. The dictums like 'Be fearless', 'Have no enemies', '"Work hard,
'Partake what you earn with others' and 'Always remember God' were the main constituents of
this culture. In the words of Prof. Puran Singh,

"Punjab na Hindu na Mussalmaan, Punjab jeenda guran de naam te."

(Punjab is neither Hindu nor Mussalmaan. Punjab survives and thrives in the name the
gurus.). He was such a loving and heart-conquering personality that he could become a bridge to
unite Hindus and Muslims who, since centuries had been mutually antagonistic. He taught the
lesson of nobility and uprightnesstoall:

Puchhan phol kitab no Hindu vadda ki musalmaanoi.
Baba aakhe hajia subh amlan baajho dono roi.
And
Ek pita ekas ke hum baarik
The mostimportant among the aspects of Guru Nanak Dev ji's life is the following:
Raag roop Guru Nanak Dev.

The guru salvaged the kaliyuga (the age of darkness) but what did he do or write?
'Siriraag mahalla 1'-'Moti te mandir usarahi'- First he brought Siriraga, i.e. the music of love.

raag naad sabh sach hai keemat kahee na jaa-ay.
raagai naadai baahraa inee hukam na boojhi-aa jaa-ay.
(Salok Mehlaa 4, page 1423)

You cannot comprehend the divine verdict without shabd, without raga which has an
attraction of its own. Why did the animals come flocking to the baba when he used to sing in the
desolate forest area somewhere? Raga is something which makes even the blood curdling cobra
dance onitsrhythm.

We shall discuss the contribution of Guru Nanak Dev ji towards music by dividing it into
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phases- Raga naad, Nanak Bani and Gurmat music.

Raga Naad or Indian Classical Music:

There are six great treasures of Indian knowledge generated thousands of years ago
1. Philosophy (Spiritual)
2.Jayotish Shastra (Astrology)

3. Ayurveda

4.Yoga Shastra

5.Vaastu Shastra

6. Shastri Sangeet (Classical Music)

In spite of passage of thousands of years these treasures of knowledge are still relevant.
Even today anybody having command on any one of these six is paid reverence. But here, our
area of discussion is music. Some wise person has rightly pinpointed the value poetry saying:
"God had written poetry 100 years before created this world.”

But before creation what reverberated in the air was anahat naad (unstruck music). That
is why everything in nature is musical. The movement of Sun, Moon, stars with a single rhythm,
the sweet murmur of flowing rivers and cascades, tossing of tree tufts in the breeze, the tweets of
birds, flashes of lightning and thunder of clouds all belong to a divine scheme of unstruck music.
The devotion through musicis the equanimous path of getting in communion with God. Itis a diet
of the soul. The commonest lingua franca of the universe is music. Music is not just humming or
singing something. Unless disciplined or restrained in the rhyme or rhythm of something, it
ceases tobe musicatall.

Having abandoned the comfort zone of family life in quest of the meaning of life and
death the emaciation of six years and atrocious austerities had reduced Gautam Buddha to
almost a skeleton. A band of devotional musicians passed by him singing a song that meant:
“Don't tighten the strings of your instrument so as to break them and also don't keep them so
loose that they refuse to produce musical notes.” These were the words which opened the inner
eye of Gautam and he madeita guiding principle of his life. He grasped the inlaid message:

“Don't let your mind get entangled in the comforts and vices so much that you forfeit the
music of life and also don't go in for so austere a way of penance that it consumes you. The proper
tuning of the stringed instrument is necessary for producing melodious notes.

The music disciplined with rhythm has three parts: Vocal, Instrumental and Dance. Lord
Krishna's flute, chorus, dance of the Gopis, Raas Leela has kept the thousand years old culture
stringed together till date. Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth guru gives a beautiful portrayal of Raas
Leelain his Krishnavtar:

Maagh bateet bhaye rut phagun aai gayi sabh khelat hori.
Gaavat geet bajaavat taal kahe much te bharuan mili jori.
Daarat hai alita banita chhatka sang maarat baisan thori.

Khelat syam dhamaar anoop maha mili sunder saanwal gori.
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And
Sorath sarang au gujri lalta aru bhairav Deepak gave.
Todi au megh malaar alaapat gond au sudh malaar sunaave.
Jaitsiri aru malsiri au parjas raag siri that pave.
Syam kahe hari ji rijh ke murli sang kotak raag bajaave.

Here my purpose is not to discuss the technical aspects of music. | only want to share my
views on the divine message delivered by Guru Nanak Dev ji through the medium of music. Dr.
Rajinder Prasad, the first Prime Minister of independent India has said, “The power and influence
of music must be utilized for the welfare of mankind.” Why only music, all kinds of education
should aim at human welfare. “Vidya veechari taan parupkari.” It can never be mankind-friendly
if the very motive behind getting it is greed, selfishness or egoism. A micron of arrogance devours
the fragrance of education:

Jeekan hing kathoori de vich chhitt mari rurh jaaye Te maran sugandhian.

So this was the sort of degeneration before Guru Nanak Dev appeared on the scene.
Religion which otherwise is supposed to open the gateway of salvation gor man had become
itself sick with the virus of superstitions and absurd rites and rituals. It had become
commercialized:

lai bhaarh karay vee-aahu. kadh kaagal dasay raahu.
sun vaykhhu lokaa ayhu vidaan. man anDhaa naa-o sujaan. | |4] ]| |
(Mehlaa 1, page 471)

In raga Maajh the guru says that the kings have turned into butchers. Religion has flown
out of the window. It is the pitch dark of falsehood that rules the roost. The moonlight of truth is
notseen anywhere:

kal kaatee raajay kaasaa-ee Dharam pankh kar udri-aa.
koorh amaavas sach chandarmaa deesai naahee kah charhi-aa.
(Salok Mehlaa 1, page 145)

Those disengaged with this sinful world have said good bye to their home and taken
refuge in the mountain cavernsin search of occult powers.

Similarly, music which used to be a means of attaining God had become immersed in the
orgies of royal life. It was in such an atmosphere of darkness that the guru emerged as a savior
with the result that the darkness of falsehood was dispelled. Bhai Gurdas says:

Satgur Nanak pargatia miti dhund jag chanan hoaa.
Jeo kar sooraj niklia tare chhape andher paloaa.

The guru gave a very vivid description of salvation from superstition and rituals in the

name of religion:
ghaal khaa-ay kichh hathahu day-ay.
naanak raahu pachhaaneh say-ay. | |1] ]

(Salok Mehlaa 1, page 1245)
Af3Har (28 ] THYET 2021




Toiling with the sweat of brow and then donating a share of it to the needy. Only such a
person can set his foot on the path of ultimate Truth. He showed mankind the path of God by
himself remaining a householder. He remained immune to the shackles of the mundane in his
household just as a lotus flower remains unsullied even in the mud. In a way he freed spirituality
from the dense forests and mountain caves by bringing it back to the practical life. Similarly, the
guru liberated raga from the courts of kings and brought it in the reach of common man. He made
it a medium of attaining the Supreme. From the addiction to liquor he made his followers
addicted to the holy name of the Lord.

Bhai Gurdas writes about how Guru Nanak Dev saw the common folks steeped deep into
superstitions of various hues:

Baba dekhe dhyan dhari jalti sabh prithvi dis aaee.
Bajhahu guru gubaar hai, hai hai kardi suni lokai.
Babey bhekh banaya udasi ki reet chalaai.
Charhya sodhan dharti lokai.

When the guru set out on his odysseys for the welfare of mankind he took Mardana along
and conferred the sobriquet of “Bhai" on him. In 'Janamsakhis' there is a frequent mention of the
Master saying to Mardana:

“Mardanya! Chher Rabab, bani aai hai.”
(Mardana, tune your rebec, bani has dawned on me)
"Mardane rabab uthaya, Babe shabd uthaya."
(Mardana picked his rebec while the Master started singing.)

Mardana then played his rebecin the raga in which the guru was to sing. The jungle would
start throbbing with the divine melody. The birds and animals would feel spell bound and Juice
oozed from the trees. Bhai Santokh Singh writes in “Nanak Parkash":

Bhayi aawaaz tu hi 'nirankara, nirankar kartara'.
Tih peechhe Sri Nanak binate hovahi taar majhaara,
Bhaye prem mein pasu panchhi sabh mohe mann udyana.
Truvar t eras nichuran laagyo visra sabhan apaana.

Rebec playing would become an occasion for the dawn of bani. Divine poetry is an eternal
source of love. Itisa combination of literature and music, light and fragrance.

Knowledge alone makes you an erudite while love alone makes you crazy. But the one
with love and knowledge both in his heart turns out to be the Messiah, the path finder of the
world. Knowledge puts an end to all duality, dilemma and discrimination but love inspires man on
the path of philanthropy. Love is the only way for the Soul to become one with the Supreme.

Jin prem kiyo tin hi prabh payo.

Thus love or raga is the medium for dissolution with God. The listeners are also imbued
with the tinge of the raga performer provided the performer is all love during rendition of raga.
The guru writes about himselfin raga Maru that sometimes it happens like this:
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ko-ee aakhai bhootnaa ko kahai baytaalaa.
ko-ee aakhai aadmee naanak vaychaaraa. | |1]] |
bha-i-aa divaanaa saah kaa naanak ba-uraanaa.
(Maaroo Mehlaa 1, page 991)
Atthe end of this shabd he writes:
ta-o dayvaanaa jaanee-ai jaa bhai dayvaanaa ho-ay.
aykee saahib baahraa doojaa avar na jaanai ko-ay. | | 2] |
(Maaroo Mehlaa 1, page 991)
This is how the guru sang in different ragas. All poetic rasas viz. Prem Ras, Biraha Ras,
Shingar Ras, Bir Ras, Bhagti Ras become manifest through their rendition in ragas. Gurbani is an
excellent work of poetry. Gur Nanak describes himself as 'shayar' (poet) also.
naanak saa-ir ayy kahat hai sachay parvadgaaraa. | |2] | |
(Dhanaasree Mehlaa 1, page 660)
karay karaa-ay sabh kichh jaanai
naanak saa-ir iv kahi-aa. | |35]|1] ||
(Raag Aasaa Mehlaa 1, page 434)
But the guru was different from the great poets of the world. If we go through the diaries
of poets like Tagore, we shall see that he would whet his poems twice or thrice before sending the
script for publication. But in the case of Guru Nanak Dev ji, whenever he was asked something he
would reply in song. The musical reply being replete with divinity and sweetness of raga, it would
do away with all the doubts and suspicions of the questioner and make him bow his head in
reverence. It was due to this magical impact only that thugs like Sajjan turned into men of nobility,
the robbers became donors, the cowards became soldiers and the atheists transformed into
theists. He was an epoch maker musician. Before being poet he was great singer and musician. He
himself describes himself as the bard of God in his writings:
ha-o dhaadhee vaykaar kaarai laa-i-aa. raat dihai kai vaar Dharahu furmaa-i-aa.
dhaadhee sachai mahal khasam bulaa-i-aa. sachee sifat saalaah kaprhaa paa-i-aa.
(Mehlaa 1, page 150)
3.Raga Maajh: Ashtpad, 43 shlokas, 27 Paudis' Var
4.Raga Gaudi: 2 Chaupadas, 1 Lu Ashtpadas, 2 Chhants
Sr. Raga Asa: 1 So daru, 2 Chaupadas, 37 Chaupadas, 22 Ashtpadas, 2Patti, Sr. Chhant, 42 Shlokas,
24 Paudis' Var
6.Raga Gujri: 2Chaupadas, Sr. Ashtpadas
7.Raga Bihagada: 2 Shlokas and Varin Mahla 4
Lu. Raga Wadhans: 3 Chaupadas, 7 Chhants (including alauhnis), 3 Shlokasin Mahla 4
8.Raga Sorath: 2 Chaupadas, 8 Ashtpadas, 2 Shlokas in Var Mahla
10. Raga Dhanasari: Lu Chaupadas, 1 Arti, 2 Ashtpadas, 3 Chhants
11. RagaTilang: Sr. Chaupadas, 2 Ashtpadas
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12.Raga Soohi: 8 Chaupadas, Sr. Ashtpadas (including 3 kafis) kuchajji and suchajji padas
13.RagaBilawal: 4 Chaupadas, 2 Ashtpadas, 1 Thiti, 2 Chhants, 2 Shlokas

14.Raga Ramkali: 11 Chaupada, 8. Ashtpadas, 1 Deccan Onkar (4 padas), Siddh Gosht (73) Padas
15.Raga Maru: 12 Chaupadas, 11 Ashtpadas (including 2 kafis) 22 Sohilas, 17 Shlokas Varin Mahla 3
16.Raga Tukhari: Baramah,(11 Padas) Sr. Chaupadas

17.RagaBhairav: Lu Chaupadas, 1 Ashtpada

18.RagaBasant: 12 Chaupadas, 1 Ashtpada

19. Raga Sarang:3 Chaupadas,2 Ashtpadas,3 Shlokas(Var Mahla

20. Raga Malhar: 8 Chaupadas, Sr. Ashtpadas, 24 Shlokas, 2 Lu paudis

21.RagaParbhatiand Vibhas: 17 Chaupadas, 7 Ashtpadas

22.Sahaskriti: 4 Shlokas 23,33 Shlokas

The guru was a great singer and musician who knew how to compose songs, notation
them, framing dialogues (Sidh Gosht) and distinguish between the Hero (God) and Heroine
(Suchajjiand Kuchaijji). These are the symptoms of a great artist)

There are two schools in Indian classical music-Northern and Southern. Most of the
guru's compositions are in Northern style while some are in Southern and still some others are a
mélange of the two. He composed bani in 18 ragas of the Northern school- Siri Raga, Maajh,
Gaudi, Asa, Gujri, Wadhans, Sorath, Dhanasari, Tilang, Soohi, Bilawal, Ramkali, Bhairau, Basant,
Sarang, Malhar, Vibhas, Bihagada.

The six ragas of Deccan school include Ramkali Dakhani, Bilawal Dakhani, Wadhans
Dakhani, Parbhati, Maru, Tukhari.

Three mixed ragas are Basant-Hindol, Parbhati-Vibhas, Asa Kafi.

He composed his bani in 29 ragas. The title of each of his writings is not the subject of
treatment but the raga and at some places there is a directive regarding the tune to be adopted
e.g.AsadiVarissupposedto be sungin Tunde Asraje di dhuni.

The successors of Guru Nanak have used the name of the first Master only, not their own
name in their writings. The fifth guru put the ragasin an order while including the compositions of
the gurus prior to him, his own writings and those of the saints and sages from other faiths while
editing Guru Granth Sahib. The kernel message of the entire baniis the philosophy of Guru Nanak
only. The inclusion of the writings of those from other faiths is what makes Guru Granth Sahib the
most unique scripture in the world. It propagates the message of universal fraternity. This is the
only scripture which is governed by ragasi.e. a perfect combination of literature and music.

Osho Rajnish writes, “Guru Nanak attained God by singing." When Gur Nanak sings, he is
joined by the forces of the universe as well. He writes in Raga Asa:

so dar tayraa kayhaa so ghar kayhaa jit bahi sarab samaalay.
vaajay tayray naad anayk asankhaa
kaytay tayray vaavanhaaray. kaytay tayray raag paree si-o kahee-ahi

kaytay tayray gaavanhaaray.
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gaavan tuDhno pavan paanee baisantar
gaavai raajaa Dharam du-aaray.
gaavan tuDhno khand mandal barahmandaa
kar kar rakhay tayray Dhaaray.
(Raag Aasaa Mehlaa 1, page 8)
Nanak bani gives a beautiful description of the Creator and His creationi.e. Nature.
kudrat pa-un paanee baisantar kudrat Dhartee khaak.
sabh tayree kudrat tookaadir kartaa paakee naa-ee paak.
(Mehlaa 1, page 464)

The creation of God is true as also the praises sung for Him:

sachee tayree sifat sachee saalaah.
sachee tayree kudrat sachay paatisaah.
(Salok Mehlaa 1, page 463)

When Guru Nanak sings the praises to God he finds the entire universe joining him. He
envisions sky as a big platter with Moon and Sun as lamps in it. The platte shimmers with
innumerable stars and the air fans. The floral vegetation serves as incense in the cosmic arti and
the universe asawholeis singing. Entranced in this state, the guru says,

kaisee aartee ho-ay. bhav khandnaa tayree aartee.
anhataa sabad vaajant bhayree. | |1| | rahaa-o.
(Raag Dhanaasree Mehlaa 1, page 13)

Guru Nanak Dev is an eternal light to keep guiding the mankind for all the ages to come.
Before abandoning his physical frame he transferred his mantel to Bhai Lehna who was later
known as Guru Angad Dev.

Gurbani is an eternal truth which comes true on the scientific criterion as well. Its
understanding makes man free of all attachment and illusion. It is the scripture of the Masters
and Master of the scriptures. There are three aspects of music- vocal, instrumental and dance.
Nanak's bani mentions all the three of these. He praises God by singing in the form of keertan
which ever since became an integral part of Sikh life. Bhai Gurdas writes about Guru Nanak Dev's
time:

Ghar ghar andar dharmsaal hove keertan sada vasoaa.
Ate ghar ghar baba gaaviye vajan taal mridang rababa.

Instrumental music

The first musical instrument of Gurmat music is the rebeck or rabab. While setting out on
odysseys Guru Nanak Dev takes along Mardana, the rebeck player. Thereafter, toeing the
tradition Guru Arjun Dev, Guru Har Gobind and Guru Gobind Singh also made use of musical
instruments like saranda, taus, taanpura etc. along with tabla and mridang. Harmonium is an
incomplete instrument for Indian music with the result that there is no mention of itin Gurmat
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music during the guru-period. Itis a western instrument which came to India with the English.
Dance
While showering praises on God it has been directed:
naach ray man gur kai aagai.
gur kai bhaanai naacheh taa sukh paavahi antay jam bha-o bhaagai. rahaa-o.
(Goojree Mehlaa 3 Ghar 1, page 506)
Guru Nanak Dev writesinraga Asa:
raag naad nahee doojaa bhaa-o. it rang naachahu rakh rakh paa-o. | |2] |
(Aasaa Mehlaa 1, page 350)
And
tayraa jan nirat karay gun gaavai.
rabaab pakhaavaj taal ghunghroo anhad sabad vajaavai. | |1] | rahaa-o.
parathmay man parboDhai apnaa paachhai avar reejhaavai.
(Aasaa Mehlaa 5, page 381)

Music is the common language of the globe. Wherever Guru Nanak Dev ji went during his
tours, he would use music as a means of communication. As per one particular anecdote, the
guru went to a particular place where women were drawing water from the well. Their language
was not understandable. “Baba, which place we have come to? We don't understand their
language and they don't follow ours? What shall we do here?” Mardana said.

“Bhaiji, it's Saurashtra. Sorathi seems to be the raga of this place. So, you play sorathi, you
will be understood.” The guru replied. Thus the guru used music as lingua franca. He wrote
gurbani also in local ragas, seasonal ragas and folk-tunes. The Gurbani could be propagated far
and wide only due toits being notaioned in different ragas.

Although, the tenth Master Guru Gobind Singh has his own granth called 'Dasam Granth'
which includes the eulogies of God, Chandi Chritra, Bachitra Natak, Pauranic parables and
Chritropakhyan etc. But in this granth also, on Guru Nanak Dev's pattern, the guru has composed
baniin 18 ragas. Here also we find mention ofthree aspects of music. Like Guru Nanak and Guru
Arjun Dey, the tenth guru too has made use of dhrupad khyal gayan and different styles of singing
in folk tunes. In raga Ramkali Guru Gobind Singh mentions divine music at an elevated spiritual
stageinthe shabd "Remann eh bidh jog kamao:

Baje param taat tatu hari ko Upje raag rasaram.
Ughte taan tarang rangi ati Gyan geet bandhanam.
Chaki chaki dev daanav muni Chhak chhak byom bivanam.
Atam updes bhej sanjam ko Jaap su ajapa jape.
Sada rahe kanchan si kaya Kaal na kabahu byape.
Paying obeisance to different forms of Akalpurkh the tenth guru says:
Namast sat raage
(My greetings to the raga and creator of ragas)

Namo geet geete
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(My greetings to the song and creator of song)
Namo taan taane
(My greetings to the taan {tune} and creator of taan)
Namo nrit nrite

(My greetings to the dance and creator of dance)
Namo naad naade

(My greetings to the music and creator of music)
Namo saaz saaze

(My greetings to the musical instruments and creator of musical instruments)

All the gurus have toed the line of the first Master for propagating the gurmat ideology.
Gurmat has music at heartand knowledge in its mind.

Onthe occasion of celebration of Guru Nanak 's 550" birth anniversary today, the condition
of his philosophy and music is quite dismal. Gurbani has been reduced to the parrot like repetition
of recitations rather than understanding it. The Sikh conduct is not in accordance with Gurbani. The
scripture is wrapped in silken scarves like an idol. Keertan too has become a profession today.
Raghbir Singh writes about the prevailing situation of musicin Sikh society:

“The stringed instruments have been displaced with harmonium now. Since the last
decades of nineteenth century harmonium has become popular. With hereditary rabab players and
ragis becoming an extinct species these days it has been observed that the cinema and TV tunes
have tempted both the keertan performers and the sangat. In this fast changing phase of life the
tradition of singing gurbani as per the pristine style has been preserved commendably by the
namdharis. They got their youths trained by the doyens of Gurmat music. Some other institutions
viz. Guru Gobind Singh Study Circle Ludhian and Jawaddi Taksal of Baba Sucha Singh (who founded
'Vismad Naad') also followed suit. The goal of these institutions is to propagate the traditional
keertanstyle.

In namdhari sect the Sikh face, philosophy, tradition and keertan style are preserved in their
purity. Satgur Jagjit Singh propagated gurmat tenets of Guru Nanak Dev, the impeccable
pronunciation of gurbani and keertan tradition at a large scale during his tenure of guruship (1959-
2012). Hereis an excerptfrom the discourse of Satguru Jagjit Singh, "Try to ensure that your children
learn Punjabi and read gurbani. The mission of Guru Nanak means giving up violence, helping the
needy and protecting the weak.” The namdhari chief wasnted every youth of his sect to be well
versedin gurbaniand he stressed upon rendition of baniin the ragas ordained by the Sikh masters.

References:
1. Lal EhiRattan-2, P.60-61
2. Adi Granth da Sangeetak Prichay (Dr. D.S.Narula, P.88-89)
3. Gavahu Sachi Bani- Dr. Raghubir Singh
4. Gur Gyan Mala-Discourse Satguru Jagjit Singh.
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A Saga Of
Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji

Dr. Sharada Jayagovind !

Patsha ji trusted this lieutenant of his so much that he authorized Surinder Singh with
Power of Attorney when he was just nineteen years old. Patsha ji knew that any work entrusted to
Surinder Singh would be accomplished. The site on which Satguru Partap Singh Hospitals,
Ludhiana, stands was embroiled in legal issues. Under Patsha ji’s guidance, Surinder Singh
successfully cleared all the issues. Surinder Singh’s contribution in clearing obstacles and
facilitating the development of the Martyrs Memorial at Malerkotla, Raikot and Ludhiana is
worth mentioning.

Those days Sri Bhaini Sahib was not connected with telephone services and Patsha ji
would visit Surinder Singh’s house at Ludhiana to make and receive telephone calls. During one
such visit, Surinder Singh’s wife complained to Patsha ji that her husband neglected his business
and spentall his time in the service of the Guru. Patsha ji showered his blessings on the family and
consoled the wife not to worry as the Satguru would take care of the welfare of his devotees.
Soon after that, Surinder Singh’s business flourished and the family attained peace and
prosperity.

It was Satguru Jagjit Singh ji’s wish to build a worthy memorial in honour of the sixty-six
Kuka martyrs who had laid down their lives for the protection of cows and the motherland.

The land in Malerkotla on which the memorial had to be erected belonged to the
government and had to be procured from the Ministry of Defence. Patsha ji used his good offices
and succeeded in convincing the government to allot the land to the Memorial Trust so that the
noble memorial could be built. The sixty-six feet high steel structure is awe-inspiring. It is a
worthy tribute to the valiant sons of Bharat.

The foundation stone of the Malerkotla monument was laid on 24th June, 1993 by Sri
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. The event was organized under the supervision and presence of the then
Chief Minister of Punjab, Sardar Beant Singh. Thousands of Namdharis had come to pay their
respects to the martyrs.

June is the hottest month of the year in Punjab. Patsha ji was concerned about the
comfort of the audience. As per the wish of Satguru ji, the pandal was fitted with fans and coolers.
But the cool winds and the summer drizzle arrived and turned the whole atmosphere in to a
pleasant one. It looked as if Mother Nature herself was paying tribute to the brave Namdhari
warriors who had laid down their lives for the motherland and the protection of cows.
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Political stance

Satguru Partap Singh ji had established a close rapport with the Congress leaders such as
Pandit Nehru and Saifuddin Kitchlew. His Holiness supported the actions and strategies initiated
by Congress to attain Independence. Patsha ji followed the policy of his father and maintained a
close relationship with Congress leaders. In 1962, Patsha ji donated Rupees fifty-one thousand on
behalf of the Namdharis to the Defence Fund and personally handed over the amount to Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehruji.

Smt. Indira Gandhi, Sri Rajiv Gandhi, Dr. Manmohan Singh, Sri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Sardar
Beant Singh and Sardar Parkash Singh Badal admired and shared a warm relationship with Patsha
ji. Smt. Indira Gandhi highly valued the views and suggestions of Patsha ji in matters of politics in
Punjab and other Northern states.

In 1977 when Smt. Gandhi lost the elections, Patsha ji told her: “Madam, please do not
lose heart, we are with you. You will come back to power soon.”

Political pundits had predicted that Smt. Indira Gandhi would not regain power for a
decade. But their prediction proved wrong and within three years, in 1980, she captured Delhi
again.

Sri Rajiv Gandhi too maintained the same regard for Patsha ji. Patsha ji’s rapport with the
leaders facilitated the implementation of welfare programmes meant for the uplift of the people.

In 1982, Patsha ji wished to celebrate the annual Hola Mohalla in Gola Gokarnath, Uttar
Pradesh. Many advised him against holding the festival outside Punjab. But Patsha ji loved
challenges and decided to go ahead with his decision.

Giani Zail Singh ji, who was the Home Minister then and Sri Rajiv Gandhi attended the
event. Theyarrivedin a helicopter and added colour to the occasion. Special trains were arranged
to bring people from Punjab and the festival was a huge success. Thakur Uday Singh ji, who was
then in charge of the Gola Gokarnath farm, recalls how the entire Namdhari Sikh sangat worked
day and night to fulfill the wish of Patsha ji. After the programme, Patsha ji blessed Giani

Zail Singh ji saying:

“We wish to see you as President of India.”

Thatblessing came true.

Satguru Jagjit Singh ji was an ajaatashatru, one who had no enemies. Leaders of all
political parties had a cordial relationship with the Satguru ji. They respected him immensely and
held him in high regard. At many programmes organised by Patsha ji, the dais was shared by
leaders of Bharatiya Janata Party, Congress, Akali Dal, Communist Party of India and even CPM.
Patsha ji was fearless in expressing his opinion. During one of the events, Patsha ji openly stated
that even though Namdhari Sikhs support Congress, it is the Akali government that has

implemented many welfare measures for the Namdhari community.
To be continued......
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