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Dharambir Singh receives MBE
by Her Majesty The Queen

Ustad Dharambir Singh was
made the Member of British
Empire (MBE) by Her Maesty
the Queen in an Invedtiture
Ceremony held at Buckingham
Palace, London on 11th May
2011. The ceremony lasted for
one hour from l1lam tol2 pm in

which about hundred
individuals were bestowed with
a wide variety of honours,
including Knighthood and
Orders  of Chivalry. These
individuals had served the

Vidaya Bhavan, London. He
aso was made Felow of
NESTA  (National Endowment
for Sports  Technology  and
Arts) to develop new
technology to learn finer details
of Indian music.

He pioneered
of South Asan
Orchestra known as SAMYO
and Tarang, the Senior Music
Youth Orchestra to encourage
collective  music  compositions

the formation
Music Youth

Ustad Dharambir Singh bng conferred with MBE Award by
Prince Charles of United Kingdom.

country in a variety of fields.
Ustad Dharambir Singh was
made MBE for his services to
Indian music in the country.
Shri Dharambir Singh was
born in a Namdhari Sikh family
in which his grandfather Sardar
Surat Singh, father Sardar
Surjit Singh and Uncle Sardar
Avtar Singh al were musicians
and devotees of Sri Satguru Ji.
With the grace and guidance of
Sri Satguru  Jagjit  Singh  Ji,
Dharambir  Singh learnt  Sitar
from Prof. Sitararm of
Amritsar, Prof. Narinder Nirula
of Patiala and the Ilegendary
late Ustad Vilayat Khan Saheb.
Shri Dharambir Singh
migrated to United Kingdom in
1979 and since then has been
active as a performer, educator
and a music activis. He was
pat of a pioneer scheme in
teaching Indian classical music
to youngsters in schools in
L eicestershire (UK). After
completing masters from
University of London he
became a lecturer a Leeds
College of Music. Laer he
worked as an Artistic Director
of South Asian Arts UK and a
Consultant with Bharatiya

in Indian
showcasing the
He has performed
prestigious venues
toured  Europe,
and India

This honour
received a a message of
acknowledgement, acceptance
by the British South Asan
Music  Sector. The  western
community has accepted Indian
music as an enriching factor of
life in multicultural Britain.

Dharambir Singh is
supported by his life partner
Gunwant Kaur and his three
sons  Surmeet Singh,  Upneet
Singh and Kavirg Singh, who

music, thus
British  talent.
in  numerous
in UK, has
USA, Canada

has been

are al practicing musicians.

Sri Satguru  Ji's  blessings,
guidance and inspiration have
nurtured Ustad Dharambir
Singh to serve the community
through music. It is evident that
Satguru J  has sown the seed

which is now blossoming as a
tree and giving fruits, spreading
his message of oneness, love
for God, love for Gurbani and
the positive attributes of Indian
classical music, in helping
human beings in realizing their
true essence. =

O TIUG
PRAKASH PURAB OF DASAM PATSHAH

Southall, December 31, 2011-Today a Namdhari Sikh Centre,
Southall the Sangat marked the 346th birth anniversary of Sri
Satguru Gobind Singh Ji. The program started at 6 pm in the
evening and lasted till the arrival of New Year 2012 CE.

The program began with the hourly meditation (Naam-
Simran). In the course, ceremonia closings of two Akhand Paths
were  performed.

- One Paath of Sri Adi Granth Sahib — It was done by the
Sangat on the birth anniversary of Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.

- One Paath of Sri Dasam Granth Sshib — It was done in the
memory of Late Mrs. Jaspal Kaur, w/o Prof. Tara Singh Anjan.
She left for the heavenly abode about 3 years ago.

Afterwards, S. Satwinder Singh Bhogal  performed the
mesmerizing Kirtan. He was accompanied by Shri Sarabjit Singh
Dogra on Tabla Towards the end of this phase, Anjan Saggu
spoke about Sri Dasam  Granth Sahib. He mentioned that a book
on personal development could be written based on the contents
of Vivek and Avivek as mentioned in this scripture.

Post Langar, the second phase of today’s program started with
the Kirtan by Dr. Sanjiv and Rohan. Both brothers impressed the
Sangat with their sweet and harmonious Kirtan. Following
Shabads were sung by them —

- Mango Ram te ik daan,

Sagal manorath puran hoe, Simar tumaro naam

- Har ka bilovana bilovao mere bhai

Sant Avtar Singh was next on the stage singing the bani of
Dasam Patshah Ji. Afterwards, Gian Singh Virdi, a pupil of Ustad
Gurdev Singh, perfformed Raag Ragheshawari on Sitar. The rich
melody was well appreciated by the Sangat. He was ably
supported by Shri Sarabjit Singh and Shri Kulwant Singh Bhogal
on Tabla

Shri Satwinder Singh Bhogal and the group were on the stage
for the last 45 minutes. Those were for the Kirtan and associated
narration of verses from Bachitra Natak. The informative
narration was very well appreciated by the Sangat.

- Hemkunt parbat hai jahan || Sapat Sring sobhit hai tahan...

Before Shri Kuldip Singh Rayat performed the concluding
ardas, Stage Secretary Anjan Saggu conveyed the message “Bin
ek naam adhar, sabh karam bharam bicha”, expressed the

gratitude and wished a Happy New Year 2012 to all.

SODHIS BECAME
SPIRITUALLY ENLIGHTENED

U BEANT KAUR
The Sodhis became very prosperous and powerful. They
conquered innumerable kings, they propagated religion and
performed so many Havan Yagas. After a few generations, Sodhis
invaded Punjab to take revenge of their forefathers. There was a

fierce  fighting between the two and consequently, the
descendents of Kakeit were defeated and driven out of Punjab.
They fled to Kashi, where they studied Vedas in detail and
attained scholarly heights in the knowledge of Vedas. Their
popularity spread far and wide. Their descendents were
subsequently called the Vedis.

After a few generations, Sodhis learnt that Vedis were aso
their brothers. So they invited Vedis to come to Punjab for
acquiring knowledge of the Vedas. They gave a very patient
hearing to the recitation of Rig Veda, Sam Veda and Yagur Veda
On hearing the recitation of Atherva Veda, the Sodhis became
spiritually enlightened. They decided to abandon al their worldly
belongings and go to the jungle to spend rest of ther lives in
prayers. They renounced their throne to Vedis. The Vedi king was
immensely over pleased to get the throne and he gave his
blessings to the Sodhi king. He said,” O king ! the Primeval Lord

would incarnate himself as Guru Nanak in our dynasty ; the
fourth successor of Guru Nanak Dev J would be a Sodhi”. Thus
the fourth Guru, Guru Ram Das J was a Sodhi and the tenth

to be the Skh
— To be contd.

Guru, Guru Gobind Singh J was the (last) Sodhi
Guru.
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